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December 2009

From The Pastor's Desk
R ev .  R a n d y  C u l l en  
Dear Friends:

T h is w il l  b e m y  f inal  new sl et t er ent ry
as y o u r P ast o r.   T h e l ast  sev eral  m o nt h s
h av e b een b o t h  p ainf u l  and h o p ef u l ,  as I
h av e real l y  h ad t o  “ t ak e a l eap  o f  f ait h , ”  and
g o  w h ere G o d is l eading  m e.   A  f ew  w eek s
ag o ,  I  sp o k e w it h  S u san H irt ,  t h e o w ner o f
“ T h e B it t ersw eet  C af é , ”  and sh e ask ed m e
h o w  I  f el t  ab o u t  l eav ing  H o l l y .  I  t o l d h er t h at
h er c af e’ s nam e ap t l y  su m m ed it  u p .   P l ease
k no w  t h at  t h e dec isio n t o  l eav e w as o ne o f
t h e m o st  dif f ic u l t  o nes I ’ v e ev er h ad t o
m ak e.   H o w ev er,  no w  I  m u st  b e w it h  “ t h e
l o v e o f  m y  l if e. ”  I  k no w  t h at  t h is t ransit io n
h as no t  b een easy  f o r y o u  eit h er.  T h is
c o ng reg at io n,  w it h  t h e g u idanc e o f  T h e H o l y
S p irit ,  w il l  b e m o v ing  f o rw ard as w el l .   I  k no w
y o u  w il l  al l  b e in g o o d h ands w it h  t h e
ex c ep t io nal  l eadersh ip  o f  o u r S essio n and t h e
h el p  o f  T h e R ev .  A m anda R il ey  o f  t h e
C o m m it t ee O n M inist ry .   

A f t er Dec em b er 3 1 st,  I  w il l  b e j o ining
K aren o u t  in B al t im o re t o  b eg in ano t h er
c h ap t er in o u r l if e.   S ay ing  “ g o o d- b y e”  h as
nev er b een easy  f o r m e,  esp ec ial l y  sinc e I
nev er ant ic ip at ed serv ing  H o l l y  P resb y t erian
C h u rc h  f o r o nl y  t w o  y ears.    H o w ev er,  t h e
t im e sp ent  w it h  y o u  h as b een am o ng  t h e
m o st  sig nif ic ant  y ears o f  m y  l if e.   I t  h as b een
an h o no r and a p riv il eg e t o  h av e b een c al l ed
t o  t h is c o ng reg at io n.  Y o u  h av e g iv en so
m u c h  o f  y o u rsel v es.  T h ere is t rem endo u s
l o v e,  p o t ent ial ,  and so  m any  g if t ed p eo p l e

 C
December Calendar

Dec. 5   TFC Adopt a Family Shopping
Dec. 6    TFC Su n School 9 : 1 5am
             Su n School 9 : 3 0 am
             W or s hip 1 0 : 3 0 am
             Congr egational M tg1 1 : 3 0 am
             Fenton Amb as s ador s  7 : 0 0 pm
Dec. 9    AY SO
Dec. 1 3  TFC Su n School 9 : 1 5am
             Su n School 9 : 3 0 am
             W or s hip 1 0 : 3 0 am
Dec. 1 4  Ses s ion 7 : 0 0 pm
Dec. 1 5 N ew s letter  Deadline  
Dec. 2 0  TFC Su n School 9 : 1 5am
             Su n School 9 : 3 0 am
             W or s hip 1 0 : 3 0 am
Dec. 2 4  Chr is tmas  E v e Ser v ice 7 : 0 0 pm
Dec. 2 7  TFC Su n School 9 : 1 5am
             Su n School 9 : 3 0 am
             W or s hip 1 0 : 3 0 am
Dec. 3 1  TFC N ew  Y ear ' s  E v e P ar ty 
             at H aneline' s  7 : 3 0 pm
             
Check  ou t ou r  online calendar .

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The fall congregational meeting will be
held  on S u nd ay ,  D ecember 6 th,  in the
s anctu ary ,  immed iately  following the
wors hip  s erv ice.  

F ENTON AMB AS S AD ORS  D EC 6 t h
The F enton H igh S chool A mbas s ad ors
will again be with u s  for an ev ening of
C hris tmas  carols  &  s ongs .   P leas e j oin
u s  at 7 : 0 0  p m and  bring s omeone with
y ou !   There will be a time for
refres hments  afterward s .

H P C COOK B OOK S ,  B AGS ,  AND
CU P S  
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h ere.   M y  f am il y  and I  h av e c h erish ed o u r
rel at io nsh ip s,  as al l  o f  u s h av e t rav el ed
t o g et h er t h ro u g h  so m e o f  t h e m o s t  dif f ic u l t
ec o no m ic  t im es in A m eric an h ist o ry .   W e w il l
al l  m ak e it  t h ro u g h  t h e y ears t o  c o m e w it h
p ray er and t h e su p p o rt  o f  t h e c o m m u nit y  o f
f ait h .   I  w il l  al w ay s rem em b er y o u r sp ec ial
g if t s o f  h o sp it al it y  and o u t reac h .  

A s w e ap p ro ac h  C h rist m as,  m ay  t h e
j o y  o f  t h e seaso n and t h e b irt h  o f  t h e C h rist -
c h il d g iv e y o u  t h e h o p e and ant ic ip at io n o f
m any  y ears o f  m eaning f u l  m inist ry .   Y o u  h av e
al l  b een so  k ind and sp ec ial  t o  m e,  and I  w il l
m iss y o u  dearl y .   M erry  C h rist m as!   I  w il l
al w ay s k eep  H o l l y  P resb y t erian C h u rc h  in m y
h eart  and p ray ers.   M any  t h ank s f o r al l  o f
o u r t im es t o g et h er.   T h e p eac e o f  C h rist  b e
w it h  y o u .
Y o u r P ast o r and Friend,  R andy  C u l l en
 

Thou g hts f rom
S emi n ary
 By Cassie Todd

     I ’ d l ik e t o  st art  m y  f irst  c o l u m n b y
t h ank ing  t h e c h u rc h  f o r su p p o rt ing  m e in m y
s t u dies at  C o l u m b ia T h eo l o g ic al  S em inary ,  in
Dec at u r,  G eo rg ia.   T h e sessio n and I  h o p e
t h at  t h is c o l u m n c an b e a p at h w ay  f o r a
deep er c o nnec t io n b et w een H o l l y
P resb y t erian C h u rc h  and m y sel f  w h il e I  am
aw ay  w o rk ing  o n m y  deg ree.   P l ease f eel  f ree
t o  resp o nd t o  t h ese c o l u m ns so  t h at  I  m ig h t
g ro w  in m y  c al l ing .
     I n N o v em b er I  w as ask ed t o  g o  o n a
p reac h ing  t rip  t o  S t .  A ndrew  P resb y t ery  in
M ississip p i,  and p reac h  at
C al v ary  P resb y t erian C h u rc h  in G reenv il l e.
 W h il e v isit ing  t h ere,  I  st ay ed w it h  a v ery
g rac io u s f am il y  t h at  did ev ery t h ing
t h ey  p o ssib l y  c o u l d t o  m ak e m e f eel  at  h o m e
and w el c o m e in t h eir h o m e,  c h u rc h  and c it y .
 I  w as real l y  f il l ed w it h  G o d’ s j o y  and f el t
t ru l y  b l essed as I  w it nessed t h e sp irit u al
p rac t ic e o f  h o s p it al it y  at  w o rk  in t h e k ing do m
o f  G o d.
     H av ing  t h at  ex p erienc e,  I  c am e b ac k  t o

CU P S  
H P C  cook book s ,  bags ,  and  cu p s  mak e
wond erfu l C hris tmas  gifts .   I f interes ted
in p u rchas ing any  of thes e items  for that
s p ecial family  member or friend ,  p leas e
s ee C hris tine C ook  or J u d y  S t u d er after
chu rch any  S u nd ay  between now and
C hris tmas .

OF F ERING ENEV ELOP ES
A s  a matter of information,  if y ou  u s e
monthly  offering env elop es ,  y ou r 2 0 1 0
env elop es  will hav e a d ifferent nu mber
than what y ou ’ v e had  in the p as t.  W e
hav e many  u nu s ed  nu mbers  s o we will
u s ing thes e u nu s ed  nu mbers  in ord er to
s av e money .  Thos e of y ou  who u s e the
week ly  env elop es ,  y ou r nu mbers  will
s tay  the s ame.  A ll offering env elop es  will
be av ailable in mid  D ecember.

OU R LIF E TOGETH ER 
P l e a s e  p r a y . . .
. . . for the following ind iv id u als :  J oy ce
W alters ,  J oe &  B ev  P onton,  J erry
S tu d er,  P eggy  R anger,  R and y  &  K aren
C u llen,  B eth F os s ,  P at F rank ,  A rd ath
R egan,  H arriet S triggow,  A lice H orak ,
and  all of the members  of the chu rch
who are facing health p roblems .

 . . . for the families  of the congregation
and  for thos e who are liv ing alone as
well.  P ray  that we can treat each other
with care and  comp as s ion.  P ray  for
members  of the chu rch who face d ifficu lt
times  or d ecis ions .
 . . . F or ou r S es s ion as  they  continu ou s ly
s eek  G od ’ s  lead ing for the life and  fu tu re
of ou r chu rch. . . . for the lead ers  and
p eop les  of A fghanis tan,  I raq ,  and
P ales tine.  P ray  for p eace in thos e
nations  and  in ou r world .  A nd  p leas e
remember the men &  women in ou r
armed  s erv ices  in y ou r p ray ers .

O f f i ce H o u rs
Regular office hours are: 
9 :0 0  am  -  3 :0 0  p m  T ,  T H & F

T he office is closed  on  M on d ay  &
W e d n es d ay ,  b ut  t he p ast or w ill b e av ailab le
b y  cell at  2 4 8 - 8 3 5 - 5 2 0 4 ,  at  hom e at  2 4 8 - 8 7 9 -
0 5 0 7 ,   or b y  em ail at  p ast or @ holly p c. org.  
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sc h o o l  o nl y  t o  b e t ransl at ing  M ark  1 2 :1 8 - 3 4
in m y  ex eg esis c l ass t h at  w eek .  I n t h ese
v erses l ies t h e g reat  c o m m andm ent  f ro m
J esu s,  “ L ist en!  I srael ,  t h e L o rd o u r G o d is o ne
L o rd.  A nd y o u  w il l  l o v e t h e l o rd y o u r G o d o u t
f ro m  al l  y o u r h eart ,  and o u t  f ro m  al l  o f  y o u r
so u l ,  and o u t  f ro m  al l  o f  y o u r m ind,  and o u t
f ro m  al l  o f  y o u r st reng t h .  S ec o nd is t h is;  y o u
w il l  l o v e y o u r neig h b o r as y o u rsel f .   N o  o t h er
c o m m andm ent  is g reat er t h an t h ese”  ( M ark
1 2 :2 9 b - 3 1 ,  “ C assie T o dd T ransl at io n” ) .
     B o t h  f ro m  t h is ex p erienc e at  C al v ary
P resb y t erian C h u rc h  and t h is c o m m andm ent
f ro m  J esu s t o  l o v e G o d and y o u r neig h b o r,  I
real l y  t h ink  G o d is say ing  so m et h ing
ab o u t  l o v ing  o u r v isit o rs and b eing  h o sp it ab l e
t o  t h em  t h is h o l iday  seaso n.   I t  seem s t o  m e
t h at  so m et im es w e ( t h is inc l u des m e! )  g et  so
w rap p ed u p  in sp ending  t im e w it h
f am il y  du ring  t h e h o l iday s t h at  w e t end t o
s h y  aw ay  f ro m  t h e v isit o rs and g u est s at  o u r
h o l iday  g at h ering s.   T ak e so m e t im e t h is
seaso n,  t o  f o c u s y o u r energ y  o n w el c o m ing
t h e o u t siders in y o u r g at h ering s.   B y  do ing  so
y o u  are p rac t ic ing  a sp irit u al  g if t  o f
h o sp it al it y  as w el l  as f u l f il l ing  w h at  J esu s is
c al l ing  u s t o  do ,  t o  l o v e o u r neig h b o rs.
     G o d b l ess y o u  al l  and k eep  y o u  saf e and
f u l l  o f  G o d’ s l o v e t h is C h rist m as,  C assie T o dd

0 5 0 7 ,   or b y  em ail at  p ast or @ holly p c. org.  

O u r M i s s i o nari es
P lease p ray  for our m ission aries.  U p  t o
d at e in form at ion  on  t hem  can  b e foun d  on
t he b ulle t in  b oar d  in  t he F ellow ship  H all:

A lle n  an d  D ee d ee I ob s t
A P D O  d e C orreos 1 8 8
1 1 2 0 1  A lgeciras- C ad iz  S P A I N
allen_ deedee@ yahoo.com

C olb y  an d  S arah K eefer
4 6 9 5  S y camore D r
Y p s ilanti,  M I  4 8 1 9 7
C olby . K eefer@ athletes inaction. org
S arah. K eefer@ athletes inaction. org

M i s s i o n S t at ement
H olly  P resb y t erian  C hurch is a com m un it y
of fait h in  G od  t hat  v alues p eaceful,  lov in g
an d  j ust  relat ion ship s in  our church,
fam ilies,  an d  t he w orld .

O ur M ission  is t o :   
W orship  G od  in  a fait hful an d  j oy ful
m an n er ;
T each t he G ood  N e w s of t he
C hrist ian  fait h,  share t hat  fait h w it h
each ot her an d  reach out  t o t hose
b e y on d  t he church;
B e a lov in g fam ily  d e d icat e d  t o t he
b ib lical v alues of p eace ,  lov e,  fait h,
an d  j ust ice;
D e v elop  a d y n am ic p resen ce in  our
com m un it y  un d er t he guid an ce of
t he H oly  S p ir it .

V isit  our w eb sit e .  

T o un sub scrib e from  our lis t ,  p lease click
here:
R emov e me f r om this  lis t

The January Newsletter Deadline is Dec. 15th.
O u r mailing address is :  2 0 7  E M aple S t.  H olly M I  4 8 4 4 2
o f f ice @ h ollypc. org /  2 4 8 - 6 3 4 - 9 4 9 4
C opyrigh t ( C )  2 0 0 8  H o lly P res b yterian C h u rch  A ll rig h ts reserv ed .  
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