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May 2011  
 

To congregations of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  
 
D ear sisters and  brothers in Christ,   
 

May grace, mercy, and peace be yours in abundance (J ud e 1 : 2 ).  
 
The d ebate about ord ination stand ard s has been a Presbyterian fam i l y struggl e for m uch of the l ast three d ec-
ad es. W e hav e sought to find  that p l ace w here ev ery congregation and  ev ery m em ber,  d eacon,  el d er,  and  m in-
ister of the W ord  and  Sacram ent can share their gifts in m inistry w hil e,  at the sam e tim e,  the integrity of ev ery 
congregation,  m em ber,  d eacon,  el d er,  and  m inister is resp ected .   
 
This year,  the conv ersation has focused  on Am end m ent 1 0 -A that w as p assed  by the 2 1 9 th G eneral  Assem bl y 
(2 0 1 0 ) and  sent to p resbyteries for ap p rov al . W hi l e w e w ait for official  tal l ies,  it ap p ears that 8 7  p resbyteries 
w il l  ap p rov e 1 0 -A d uring the w eek  of M ay 9 ,  w hich is the m aj ority req uired  for ap p rov al .   
 
I f this becom es official ,  the new  l anguage outl ining the gifts and  req uirem ents for ord ained  serv ice w i l l  say 
the fol l ow ing :   
 
 S t andards f or ordained serv ice ref l ect  t h e ch urch ’ s desire t o submit  j oyf ul l y t o t h e L ordsh ip    of  J esus 
C h rist  in al l  aspect s of  l if e ( G -1 . 0 0 0 0 ) .  T h e gov erning body responsibl e f or ordinat ion and/ or inst al l at ion 
( G . 1 4 . 0 2 4 0  G -1 4 . 0 4 5 0 )  sh al l  ex amine each  candidat e’ s cal l ing, gif t s, preparat ion, and suit abil it y f or t h e 
responsibil it ies of  of f ice.  T h e ex aminat ion sh al l  incl ude, but  not  be l imit ed t o, a det erminat ion of  t h e candi-
dat e’ s abil it y and commit ment  t o f ul f il l  al l  req uirement s as ex pressed in t h e const it ut ional  q uest ions f or or-
dinat ion and inst al l at ion ( W -4 . 4 0 0 3 ) .  G ov erning bodies sh al l  h e guided by S cript ure and t h e conf essions in 
appl ying st andards t o indiv idual  candidat es.  

This d ecision begins w ith an uneq uiv ocal  affirm ation that ord ained  office w il l  continue to be 
rooted  in each d eacon,  el d er,  and  m inister’ s “ j oyful  subm ission to the L ord ship  of J esus Christ in al l  asp ects of 
l ife.”   
 
This action al so has im p ortant effects on our l ife together as a church,  nam el y:   
 •  in k eep ing w ith our historic p rincip l es of church ord er,  each session and  p resbytery w i l l  continue to 
    d eterm ine the suitabil ity of ind iv id ual s seek ing ord ination w ithin its bound s.  
 •  p ersons in a sam e-gend er rel ationship  m ay be consid ered  for ord ination and / or instal l ation as d ea
   cons,  el d ers,  and  m inisters of the W ord  and  Sacram ent w ithin the PC(USA);  and   
 •  al l  other churchw id e stand ard s for ord ination rem ain unchanged .  
 
R eactions to this change w i l l  sp an a w id e sp ectrum . Som e w il l  rej oice,  w hi l e others w il l  w eep . Those w ho re-
j oice w i l l  see the change as an action,  l ong in com ing,  that m ak es the PC(USA) an incl usiv e church that rec-
ogniz es and  receiv es the gifts for m inistry of al l  those w ho feel  cal l ed  to ord ained  office. Those w ho w eep  w il l  
consid er this change one that com p rom ises bibl ical  authority and  acq uiesces to p resent cul ture. The feel ings 
on both sid es run d eep .   
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H ow ev er,  as Presbyterians,  w e bel iev e that the onl y w ay w e w il l  find  G od ’ s w il l  for the church is by seek ing 
it together �� w orship ing,  p raying,  think ing,  and  serv ing al ongsid e one another. W e are neighbors and  col -
l eagues,  friend s and  fam il y. M ost im p ortantl y,  w e are al l  chil d ren of G od ,  sav ed  and  taught by J esus Christ,  
and  fi l l ed  w ith the H ol y Sp irit.  
 
W e hol d  to the strong affirm ation that al l  of us are bound  together as the church through J esus Christ our 
L ord . “ There is one L ord ,  one faith,  one bap tism ,  one G od  and  F ather of al l ,  w ho is abov e al l  and  through al l  
and  in al l , ”  Paul  w rote to the E p hesians [ 4 : 5 -6 ).  
 
I t is J esus Christ w ho cal l s ind iv id ual s to ord ained  m inistries,  and  al l  those w ho are cal l ed  to ord ained  office 
continue to ack now l ed ge J esus as L ord  of al l  and  H ead  of the church. I t is this sam e J esus Christ w ho is the 
found ation of our faith and  to w hom  w e cl ing.  
 
N o d oubt,  there w il l  be sev eral  new s stories and  other rep orts about this change in the d ays ahead . A num ber 
of resources,  incl ud ing freq uentl y ask ed  q uestions and  l iturgical  resources,  are av ail abl e for  
you at http : / / org.p cusa.org � � I n ad d ition,  for those w ho w ish to com m ent on or inq uire further about  
1 0 -A,  p l ease contact ga.am end m ents@ p cusa.org or cal l  (8 8 8 ) 7 2 8 -7 2 2 8 ,  ex t. 8 2 0 2 .  
W e inv ite you to j oin us in p rayer:   
Almighty God, we give thanks for a rich heritage of faithful witnesses to the gospel throughout the ages. 
W e offer gratitude not only for those who have gone b efore us, b ut for General Assemb ly commissioners 
and presb yters across the church who have sought diligently to discern the mind of C hrist for the church 
in every time and place, and especially in this present time.  
M ay your S pirit of peace b e present with us in difficult decisions, especially where relationships are 
strained and the future is unclear. O pen our ears and our hearts to listen to and hear those with whom we 
differ. M ost of all, we give thanks for J esus C hrist, our risen S avior and L ord, who called the C hurch into 
b eing and who continues to call us to follow his ex ample of loving our neighb or and working for the rec-
onciliation of the world. W e pray in J esus’  name. Amen.  
 
 
 
Gradye Parsons        C ynt h i a B ol b ac h   
S t at ed C l erk  of  t h e General  A ssem b l y     M oderat or,  2 1 9 t h  General  A ssem b l y ( 2 0 1 0 )   
 
 
 
L i nda V al ent i ne        L andon W h i t si t t   
E x ec u t i v e D i rec t or       V i c e M oderat or,  2 1 9 t h  General  A ssem b l y ( 2 0 1 0 )   
General  A ssem b l y M i ssi on C ou nc i l  
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A Graduate's Prayer 
Dear Lord, 
A s  I  l ook  t ow ard t h e f u t u re  
B ri g h t  h op e c on du c t s  t h i s  p ray er,  
F or I  k n ow  t h e p l an s  Y ou  h av e f or m e  
W ere w rou g h t  w i t h  di v i n e c are.  
H ol y  S p i ri t , l ead m e.   
Let  m e ru n  at  Y ou r c om m an d,  
Y et  b e s t i l l  an d k n ow  t h at  Y ou  are G od  
W h en  t rou b l e i s  c l os e at  h an d.  
Y ou r W ord w i l l  b e a l am p  f or m e,  
A  g u i de t o l i g h t  m y  w ay ,  
A  s ol i d p l ac e t o s et  m y  f eet ,  
A  c om p as s  w h en  I  s t ray .  
M ay  I  l i v e m y  l i f e t o p rai s e Y ou ,  
N ot  f or f ort u n e, n or f or f am e,  
M ay  ev ery t h i n g  I  s ay  an d do  
B ri n g  g l ory  t o Y ou r n am e.  
M ay  m y  ey es  s t ay  f i x ed u p on  Y ou   
A s  I  s eek  t h e w ay  t h at ' s  p u re,  
T as t i n g  Y ou r l ov e an d g oodn es s   
S l eep i n g  an d ri s i n g  s ec u re.  

P l an t ed b y  Y ou r l i v i n g  s t ream s   
I ' l l  del i g h t  i n  al l  Y ou r w ay s ,  
H i dden  b y  Y ou r s h el t eri n g  w i n g s   
W i t h  n ew  m erc i es  f or eac h  day .  
E v en  i n  a dan g erou s  l an d  
W h en  s t orm s  t h reat en  t o des t roy ,  
A t  t h e c ros s  I ' l l  s t an d u p on  t h e R oc k   
M y  S t ren g t h , m y  H op e, m y  J oy .  
Dear Lord, s h ow  m e Y ou r f av or,  
A t  al l  t i m es  k eep  m e b l es s ed,  
M ay  Y ou r f ac e ev er s h i n e u p on  m e,  
W i t h  p eac e an d p erf ec t  res t .  
A m en .  
 
M ary  F ai rc h i l d.   
  

To Our Graduates!  
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Newsletter Deadline is June 15th ! Bulletin Announcements! 
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Coming Events Please Mark your Calendar!  

Holly Presbyterian Church 
2 0 7  E M ap le S t 
Holly M I  4 8 4 4 2  

Holly Presbyterian 
C h u r c h  

August 
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Phone:  2 4 8 -6 3 4 -9 4 9 4  
F ax :  2 4 8 -6 3 4 -8 5 9 5  

E-m ail:  of f ice@ hollyp c. org   

Holly Presbyterian Church is a community 
of  f aith in G od  that v alues p eacef ul,  
lov ing  and  j ust relationship s in our church,  
f amilies and  the w orld .   

We're on the web. 
www.hol l y p c .org  
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