
 



N O T E S :  My  m em o ri es o f  F i rst Presb y teri an i n H o l l y  are m o stl y  ab o u t b ei ng i n 
the c ho i r w hen I  w as i n H i gh S c ho o l  du ri ng the earl y  si x ti es.  A nne 
G rate w as o u r c ho i r di rec to r and w e al w ay s di d a C hri stm as p ageant.  
O u r c ho i r p ro v i ded the b ac kgro u nd m u si c  and w e w ere the f i rst to  
grac e the al tar and sto o d f ac i ng the c o ngregati o n.  T he y o u ngest 
c hi l dren m ade u p  the p ri m ary  c ho i r and they  w ere the angel s w ho  w ere 
i n f ro nt o f  u s.  Mrs. G rate had b ro u ght u p  the c hai rs f ro m  the p ri m ary  
S u nday  sc ho o l  ro o m  and they  w ere a v ari ety  o f  p astel  c o l o rs.  T o  m ake 
them  l o o k m o re so l em n f o r the p ageant, Mrs. G rate had drap ed them  
w i th w hi te sheets.  S he ex p l ai ned to  the l i ttl e angel s that they  needed 
to  p u t thei r hand b ac k and m ake su re w here the c hai r w as b ef o re they  
sat do w n as the c hai rs w ere sp ac ed and ri ght nex t to  eac h o ther.  T he 
v ery  f i rst angel  c am e i n and f o rgo t Mrs. G rate’ s i nstru c ti o ns and sat 
do w n and w ent ri ght to  the f l o o r, the sec o nd l i ttl e angel  di d the sam e 
thi ng.  A t thi s p o i nt, m o st o f  u s i n the hi gh sc ho o l  c ho i r started 
l au ghi ng and l au ghed thro u gh the enti re p ageant, try i ng to  hi de b ehi nd 
o u r m u si c . 
G o o d F ri day  serv i c es w ere c el eb rated b y  the Metho di st, B ap ti st and 
Presb y teri an c hu rc hes to gether and the p l ac e f o r the serv i c e ro tated 
b etw een the three c hu rc hes.  O u r m i ni ster, R ev erend L ankto n, al w ay s 
v o l u nteered o u r c ho i r f o r thi s serv i c e.  I t w as v ery  hard f o r u s as 
teenagers to  si t thro u gh tho se three ho u r serv i c es and no t w hi sp er to  
eac h o ther.  O ne y ear the serv i c e w as at the B ap ti st c hu rc h and w e al l  
w anted to  b e o n o u r b est b ehav i o r w hi c h m eant-no  tal ki ng du ri ng the 
serv i c e.  I  thi nk w e had heard that so m e o f  the o l der m em b ers f ro m  
the B ap ti st c hu rc h di dn’ t thi nk w e w o u l d b ehav e p ro p erl y .  J ani e 
H adl ey  and C heri e R i ddl e dec i ded to  take p enc i l  and p ap er so  they  
c o u l d w ri te eac h o ther no tes i nstead o f  w hi sp eri ng du ri ng the serv i c e.  
D u ri ng o ne o f  the p ray ers the p enc i l  dro p p ed!   I t ro l l ed do w n the al tar, 
do w n a f ew  step s ( q u i te l o u dl y )  and l anded ri ght at R ev erend L ankto n’ s 
f eet w ho  w as si tti ng i n the f ro nt p ew .  R ev erend L ankto n reac hed do w n 
and p i c ked i t u p  and gav e u s j u st a hi nt o f  a sm i l e. 

K ay  V anB u ren Wri ght 



I ’ v e go t so m e m em o ri es o f  H o l l y  Presb y teri an,  
Pi c ki ng o u t the c arp et f o r the f el l o w shi p  hal l  w i th I sab el  S tark.  F o l ks 
m u st hav e ap p ro v ed o f  o u r c ho i c e b ec au se i t’ s sti l l  there. 
Mo del i ng i n the F ashi o n S ho w  and L u nc heo n, the B I G  so c i al  ev ent i n 
H o l l y .  Peggy  D ry er w as c o -c hai rm an. 
O u r C i v i l  War w eddi ng o f  dau ghter Mi ssy  to  B o b  H u nto o n.  Pasto r R al p h 
Parv i n added to  the them e atti red i n a p eri o d c o at and stri ng ti e. 
T he rem o del i ng o f  the o f f i c e f o r o u r new  p asto r R al p h Parv i n.  H al  
dri l l ed thro u gh a w ater p i p e i n the p ro c ess c reati ng a sm al l  f l o o d. 
T he Mau ndy  T hu rsday  ho m em ade so u p  and b read m eal  and serv i c e. 
T he C hri stm as C antata. 
T he i nstal l ati o n o f  the new  p i p e o rgan su p erv i sed b y  B i l l  C o al e. 
T he annu al  C hri stm as A u c ti o n w i th c u t-thro at b i ddi ng.  My  p l u m  c o rdi al  
w as a ho t i tem . 
We m u stn’ t f o rget the “D o g H o u se.”  

N anc y  Mc D av i d-N i sb ett 
 
 

R ec entl y  B o b  N el so n and L i nda B u rns asked m y  m o ther, D ev o na N el so n 
and m y sel f  to  w ri te ab o u t m em o ri es o f  o u r y ears at the Presb y teri an 
c hu rc h i n H o l l y .  I  hav e b een try i ng to  get m o m  to  tal k ab o u t i t b u t at 
the m o m ent she i s hav i ng a hard ti m e tal ki ng.  S he i s 9 2  y ears o l d.  
H o w ev er, the f o l l o w i ng are a c o u p l e o f  m em o ri es that I  hav e. 
My  hu sb and, R o n and I  w ere m arri ed i n the c hu rc h i n 1 9 62 , B i l l  L ankto n 
and D r. B i l l  B o s, m y  u nc l e, o f f i c i ated at the serv i c e,  T he y ear b ef o re 
m y  U nc l e B i l l  B o s and D o ri s Wal ker, m o m ’ s si ster w ere m arri ed.  I  
al w ay s l o v ed the stai n gl ass w i ndo w  i n the b ac k o f  the al ter.  T he f i rst 
m i ni ster that I  rem em b er w as R ev erend L i ndsey .  H e w as there m o st 
o f  the gro w i ng u p  y ears.  I  hav e to  l au gh w hen I  thi nk ab o u t hi m  
b ec au se I  al w ay s tho u ght hi s serm o n’ s w ere v ery  l o ng.  T here w ere f i v e 
ki ds i n o u r f am i l y  so  m o m  had to  real l y  w o rk at getti ng u s al l  ready  f o r 
c hu rc h.  S he w as ac ti v e i n v ari o u s c hu rc h o rgani z ati o ns. 

so m eti m es a hat.  I  rem em b er si tti ng b ehi nd Mrs. Mc Q u ai d (  a l o v el y  
l ady ) .  S he w o re her m i nk sto l e w i th the heads attac hed.  I  di dn’ t l i ke 
the b l ac k b eady  ey es stari ng at m e.  I  kep t w ai ti ng f o r them  to  b l i nk!  
We had a w o nderf u l  y o u th gro u p  l ed b y  R ev . B i l l  L ankto n.  H e b ro u ght 
enthu si asm  and dev o ti o n to  o u r gro u p  and w e al l  l o v ed hi m .  A s a gro u p  
w e c am p ed at C ry stal  L ake and w al ked the S and D u nes.  Mi m i  A ndrew s 
L o ng, J o e and S al l y  L ehm an and R ev . L ankto n w ere o u r c hap ero nes.  We 
sti l l  tal k ab o u t i t to day !  
I  hel p ed w i th f u neral  di nners f o r m any  y ears.  I  hav e f o nd m em o ri es o f  
Wi l l ah Mac key , B o nni e Pel to n and Phy l l i s B ai l ey .  We al l  had o u r sp ec i al  
j o b s and Phy l l i s kep t u s l au ghi ng. 
R al p h Parv i n w as a u ni q u e and ki nd m i ni ster.  H e and Mary  w ere b o th 
ex trem el y  f ri endl y  and al w ay s m ade y o u  f eel  go o d ab o u t y o u rsel f .  
R al p h to o k hi s b el i ef s ev ery w here he w ent.  H e had a di sti nc ti v e w ay  o f  
sp readi ng G o d’ s w o rd.  H e tau ght m e ho w  y o u  m u st share and l i v e y o u r 
f ai th no t j u st o n S u nday  b u t eac h and ev ery day .  
Mo st o f  al l  I  rem em b er the f el l o w shi p , l o v e and c ari ng su p p o rt o f  m y  
c hu rc h f am i l y .  I  am  tru l y  b l essed to  b e and hav e b een a m em b er f o r 
o v er 50  y ears. 

J enni f er G anshaw  C hanter 
 
  



I  hav e m any  w o nderf u l  m em o ri es o f  w o rki ng here. I  started as 
sec retary  ab o u t 1 2  y ears ago :  w o rked here f o r 4  y rs, go ne f o r 4  and 
hav e b een b ac k f o r 4 .  I  hav e c ro ssed p aths w i th m any  p eo p l e and hav e 
l o v ed w o rki ng here.  I  hav e had the p l easu re o f  w o rki ng w i th three 
p asto rs; J ac k C raf t, H erb  S w anso n, and p resentl y  R andy  C u l l en. I  hav e 
m any  m em o ri es, f u nny , f o nd and so m eti m es sad, o f  the ti m e I  hav e 
sp ent here.  I  rem em b er o ne ti m e w i th J ac k that I  had u sed hand 
c ream  that had a f ragranc e that di dn’ t ap p eal  to  hi m  and rem em b er 
hi m  p o l i tel y  try i ng to  tel l  m e that I  needed deo do rant!  A nd w ho  c an 
f o rget H erb ’ s “L o rd w i l l i ng and the c ri c k do n’ t ri se”  o r “D o n’ t ask m e, 
I ’ m  j u st the i nteri m ! ” ?  I n m y  ti m e here, I  hav e seen m any  f o nd p eo p l e 
m o v e aw ay  o r go  to  b e w i th J esu s and w i l l  c heri sh the m em o ri es I  hav e 
o f  them . I  rem em b er K ei th D ry er and J ac k D av i s esp ec i al l y  al w ay s 
seei ng to  i t that I  go t a go o d ri b b i ng w henev er they  sto p p ed b y . What 
a p l easu re and a p ri v i l ege i t has b een w o rki ng w i th R andy  and thi s 
enti re c o ngregati o n. 
     T eri  Web ner 
 
I  hav e m any  f o nd m em o ri es o f  H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h. 
I t has b een am az i ng to  w i tness the p hy si c al  c hanges i n o u r c hu rc h.  I  
rem em b er, ev ery o ne u sed the f ro nt do o r to  enter.  A s y o u  o p ened the 
do o rs the stai rw ay  to  the b asem ent w as ri ght there and y o u  tu rned to  
the l ef t to  i nter the sanc tu ary .  I n the b asem ent w e had l o ts o f  
di nners, S u nday  sc ho o l  w i th l i ttl e w o o den c hai rs, c ho i r p rac ti c e, 
b az aars, etc .  I t w as a treat to  u se the stai rs to  go  o u tsi de to  the 
p arki ng l o t. 
I n the su m m er w e w ent to  the Metho di st C hu rc h f o r a m o nth and they  
c am e the nex t m o nth to  H PC .   I  al w ay s l i ked w o rshi p p i ng w i th m y  
Metho di st f ri ends and say i ng the L o rd’ s Pray er thei r w ay . 
E v ery  S u nday  the m en and b o y s dressed i n su i ts w i th w hi te shi rts and 
ti es.  T he w o m en w o re thei r go o d dresses/ su i ts w i th hi gh heel s, gl o v es 
and hats ( esp ec i al l y  at E aster) .  T he y o u nger gi rl s w o re thei r “f anc y ”  
S u nday  dresses w i th w hi te ankl ets, p atent l eather sho es, gl o v es and 

When B i l l  L ankto n c am e he w as ab l e to  get the y o u th gro u p  go i ng.  A  
w o nderf u l  m em o ry  I  hav e w as u s trav el i ng to  S ky l i ne, Wy o m i ng i n 1 9 58 .  
We had b ake sal es, c ar w ashes, and w hatev er w e c o u l d thi nk o f  to  earn 
m o ney  f o r the tri p .  We w ere ev en ab l e to  do  a f ew  c hu rc h serv i c es and 
the c o l l ec ti o n w ent to w ard o u r tri p .  I  rem em b er the day  w e l ef t the 
c hu rc h p arki ng l o t.  We w ere al l  so  ex c i ted.  I t i s a tri p  that w i l l  b e 
rem em b ered b y  al l  o f  u s.  We c o ntac ted a c o u p l e o f  c hu rc h 
o rgani z ati o ns al o ng o u r ro u te.  F o r tw o  ni ghts w e stay ed o v erni ght w i th 
f am i l i es f ro m  that p arti c u l ar c hu rc h.  We m et so  m any  p eo p l e.  We di d 
the sam e thi ng c o m i ng ho m e.  O u r w eek at S ky l i ne w ent w ay  to o  f ast. 
A no ther m em o ry  o f  the Presb y teri an c hu rc h i s so m ethi ng I  am  no t real  
p ro u d o f .  I  w as si ngi ng i n the c ho i r o n a S u nday  w hen al l  o f  a su dden 
the o rgan q u i t p l ay i ng.  Mrs G i l b ert w as the o rgani st at that ti m e.  T he 
c o ngregati o n kep t ri ght o n si ngi ng thro u gh the hy m n.  Mrs. G i l b ert w as 
try i ng to  f i gu re o u t w hat hap p ened.  I t tu rns o u t that I  had kno c ked 
the p l u g o u t o f  the w al l  w here I  w as standi ng.  I  j u st ab o u t di ed.  I  
b ent do w n and p u t the p l u g b ac k i n and w hen I  di d the o rgan l et o u t 
thi s u gl y  so u nd.  I  w as so  em b arrassed.  T he p l u g w as the ty p e that 
stu c k o u t f ro m  the w al l  ab o u t three i nc hes.  I  nev er to l d Mrs. G i l b ert 
w hat hap p ened.  I t i s al l  I  c an do  to  w ri te ab o u t i t no w . 
A s I  si t here to  w ri te ab o u t m em o ri es I  c an p i c tu re i n m y  m i nd the 
sanc tu ary  and do w nstai rs ev en tho u gh i t has b een a l o ng ti m e si nc e I  
hav e b een there. 
I  c o ngratu l ate the c hu rc h f o r i t’ s 1 50  y ear anni v ersary ..  T here hav e 
b een m any  l i v es to u c hed b y  the c hu rc h.  I  am  thankf u l  f o r eac h and 
ev ery  m em o ry  I  hav e and w hat i nf l u enc e the c hu rc h had o n m y  l i f e. 

N anc y  N el so n Y o ko m  
 

T he m o st m em o rab l e ev ent at the H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h w as the 
day  I  m arri ed m y  w o nderf u l  hu sb and, R o n S c hram  o n a w arm  su nny  day , 
A u gu st 2 5, 1 9 56. 
A s I  w al ked do w n the ai sl e, I  w as gl ad i t w as a sho rt o ne.  T he c hu rc h 
w as f i l l ed w i th m y  f am i l y , f ri ends and rel ati v es. 



My  three si sters w ere al l  p arti c i p ants o f  thi s sp ec i al  day .  J anet, a 
b ri desm ai d, K ay  si ngi ng a so ng ( T he L o rd’ s Pray er)  and Mary  attended 
the gu est b o o k. 
R ev erend L i ndsay  j o i ned u s i n m atri m o ny . 
R ec ep ti o ns i n o u r ti m e w as u su al l y  c ake, i c e c ream , m i nts and nu ts hel d 
i n the c hu rc h’ s hal l , no thi ng l i ke to day ’ s el ab o rate, ex p ensi v e o nes. 

Marge D o ty  S c hram  
 

I  p ro b ab l y  w o n’ t m ake J u l y  1 2 , 2 0 0 9  b u t I  do  rem em b er c hi l dho o d i n 
H o l l y  and S u nday  w o rshi p  at the Presb y teri an C hu rc h. 
O ri gi nal l y  there w as j u st the c hu rc h w i th S u nday  S c ho o l  i n the 
b asem ent.  I  rem em b er getti ng rab b i ts o n m y  c hart f o r attendi ng.  S ad 
to  say  I  w ent b ec au se m y  f am i l y  w ent, m y  f ri ends w ent and thi s i s 
w here al l  the c u te gi rl s w ent. 
I  rem em b er V ac ati o n B i b l e sc ho o l  eac h su m m er, S t. A ndrew ’ s 
F el l o w shi p  gro u p  ( I  thi nk)  and c ho i r p rac ti c e.  I t w as R ev erend L i ndsay  
as the m i ni ster and G w en C anf i el d l ed the c ho i r. 
T hat’ s a l o ng ti m e ago , i n the 4 0 ’ s and 50 ’ s.  T hen I  w ent to  c o l l ege and 
w as go ne b u t I  rel i sh m y  y o u th i n H o l l y .  L o ts o f  f ri endl y  c hu rc h 
p eo p l e—al w ay s si ngi ng “H o l y , H o l y , H o l y ”  –heav y  c ho i r ro b es—no  ai r 
c o ndi ti o ni ng-sto ne p arki ng l o t i n the rear. I  c o u l d ri de m y  b i ke to  
c hu rc h ac ti v i ti es and f eel  saf e.   
We hu ng o u t p art o f  the ti m e w i th the Metho di sts.  I  thi nk the 
o rgani st l i v ed nex t do o r. 
Wo w , m em o ri es!   Y o u r no te go t m e thi nki ng . 
H ap p y  A nni v ersary . 

T o m  R  H adl ey  
 

I  had the J r./ S r. H i gh S u nday  S c ho o l  c l ass and Y o u th G ro u p  w hen 
R al p h Parv i n w as o u r m i ni ster.  We b u ri ed a “ti m e c ap su l e”  w i th 
p i c tu res, headl i nes and c o p i es ab o u t o u r c am p i ng tri p s.  We w ere 
su p p o sed to  di g i t u p  2 5 y ears l ater, b u t di dn’ t get aro u nd to  i t u nti l  
2 0 0 7 .  S o m e o f  the “ki ds”  w ho  c am e b ac k to  hel p  retri ev e stu f f :  N anc y  

ni c e.  I t rai ned agai n b u t there w as a shel ter to  eat u nder.  We w ent to  
b ed earl y  ri ght af ter v esp ers.  We are i n I o w a no w .  I t rai ned al l  ni ght 
and i t w as w et i n the tent. 
J u l y 1 0 ,1 9 58  
We go t u p  so aki ng w et and sp ent so m e ti m e i n the p ark.  We sto p p ed i n 
to w n f o r l u nc h.  We arri v ed at o u r nex t p l ac e i n I o w a.  T he ki ds w ere 
ni c e here.  I  stay ed w i th J u dy  Wo o d agai n.  We had a c ake p arty .  J u dy  
go t si c k. 
J u l y  1 1 ,1 9 58  
I t rai ned al l  day .  We sto p p ed at the sam e dri v e-i n that w e sto p p ed at 
o n the w ay  o u t.  We go t to  D o w ner’ s G ro v e and had a p i c ni c .  T he ki ds 
f ro m  C l arado n H i l l s c am e there and I  w anted to  stay .  B u t w e l ef t and 
w ent si ght seei ng. 
J u l y  1 2 , 1 9 58  
We al l  go t aw f u l l y  ti red o f  ri di ng.  We go t ho m e aro u nd 5: 0 0 .  We al l  
c ri ed and c ri ed.  We al l  c ri ed real l y  hard w hen w e had to  say  go o db y e 
to  Peg and A ndy  Mi l l er. 

D i ane A nderso n 
 

J erry  rem em b ers the ti m e he p u t a new  ro o f  o n the f el l o w shi p  hal l .  H e 
had the su p p l i er ru n the b u ndl es o f  shi ngl es u p  to  the ro o f  o n a 
c o nv ey o r w hi l e he and hi s em p l o y ees dro p p ed them  o n the ro o f  i n 
v ari o u s l o c ati o ns. S ho rtl y  af terw ard, R al p h Parv i n c al l ed hi m  do w n and 
sai d, “J erry , do  y o u  kno w  al l  the l i ght f i x tu res are l ay i ng o n the f l o o r i n 
the f el l o w shi p  hal l ? ”   N eedl ess to  say , he had to  p u t the l i ght f i x tu res 
b ac k u p  b ef o re he c o u l d b egi n shi ngl i ng. 
J erry  al so  hel p ed shi ngl e the sanc tu ary  and rem em b ers a b o ard o n the 
no rthw est ri dge c o rner that had a gu y s nam e and date o n i t.  H e c an’ t 
rem em b er the nam e b u t the date w as w hen the c hu rc h w as b u i l t. 
My  m em o ri es o v er the 3 5 y ears I  hav e b een attendi ng thi s c hu rc h, are 
o f  l o v i ng, c ari ng p eo p l e w ho  hel p ed to  shap e m y  f ai th.  I  w i l l  f o rev er b e 
gratef u l  f o r the H PC  ex p eri enc e. 
     J u dy  and J erry  S tu der 



J u l y  4 , 1 9 58  
I  sp ent the af terno o n w ashi ng.  I  p l ay ed v o l l ey b al l  f o r aw hi l e.  We had 
a c o o ko u t.  We w ere su p p o sed to  go  o n a m o o nl i ght hi ke b u t i t rai ned.  
We go t drenc hed.  We w ent b ac k to  the c am p  and w atc hed o l d m o v i es 
o f  the c am p . 
J u l y  5, 1 9 58  
I  w ashed m y  hai r and to o k a sho w er i n the af terno o n.  T he c o u nc i l  
w o rked o n dec o rati o ns al l  day  f o r o u r b anq u et.  We al l  go t dressed u p .  
We sq u ared danc ed and di d the S ho tti sh.  T hen w e w ent o n o u r 
m o o nl i ght hi ke.  A t the b anq u et al l  the c o u nc i l  dressed u p  i n f u nny  
c o stu m es.  We to o k p i c tu res.  We w ere real l y  b eat w hen w e go t i n. 
J u l y  6, 1 9 58  
We sp ent the w ho l e m o rni ng taki ng p i c tu res.  We had c hu rc h i n the 
c hap el  b u t i t rai ned so  w e c am e i nsi de.  We had f ree ti m e al l  day .  We 
had a m o v i e, c o m m u ni o n and c andl e l i ght p ray ers.  I t w as w o nderf u l .  
G ary  b u i l t a f i re b u t i t w as j u st al l  sm o ky .  T he b o y s c am e to  o u r c ab i n 
l ater and sang to  u s.  T hey  w ere p retty  go o d. 
J u l y  7 , 1 9 58  
We l ef t c am p  i n the m o rni ng.  E v ery o ne to o k p i c tu res and c ri ed and 
c ri ed.  We w ent to  R o c ky  Mo u ntai n Park and to o k m o re p i c tu res.  We 
sto p p ed and ate l u nc h at a restau rant.  We had su p p er at the Y MC A .  
We sto p p ed at a gi f t sho p  and b o u ght so m e p resents. 
J u l y  8 , 1 9 58  
We dro v e al l  day  as u su al .  When w e go t to  the p ark, there w ere 
to rnado  w arni ngs, so  w e ate and dro v e o n thro u gh the ni ght.  I t w as 
sto rm i ng w hen w e sto p p ed so  Mr. L ankto n, B i l l  H ay es, J ani e and I  sl ep t 
u nder a p i c ni c  tab l e.  T he rest sl ep t i n the c ars.  We l au ghed so  hard.  
We w ere so  w et and di rty .  We sto p p ed du ri ng the ni ght a f ew  ti m es 
and go t j u nk f o o d to  eat.  We go t b ac k i nto  N eb raska and A ndy  go t 
si c k.  L ater he f el t b etter. 
J u l y  9 , 1 9 58  
G o t u p  earl y  and w ent to  L i nc o l n N eb .  We ate there and sp ent an ho u r 
sho p p i ng.  We w ent to  ano ther p ark and w ent sw i m m i ng.  I t w as real l y  

D ry er D eeb , J ac ki e B ro w n C am p b el l , J i m  Pel to n, Margaret Pel to n Perry  
and L au ra B ates. 
We w ent to  the sp o t, du g u p  the b o x  and f o u nd that i nsi de there w as a 
m ass o f  w et, di rty  p ap er that w as p retty  m u c h a so l i d l u m p .  I  thi nk 
that sev eral  m etal  i tem s w ere sti l l  O K , b u t w e c o u l dn’ t rem em b er w hat 
the sto ry  b ehi nd them  w as.  T he b o x  w as b u ri ed o n the si de o f  the hi l l  
b y  the do w nstai rs step s to  the o f f i c e. 

B arb ara B ro w n 
 

I n regards to  the c hu rc h’ s 1 50 th anni v ersary -I  m u st hav e b een there 
w hen w e c el eb rated the 1 0 0 th-I  w o u l d hav e b een 1 7  and sho u l d hav e 
had a w o rki ng m em o ry  at that ti m e! ? ! ? ! ? ! ? ?  
A l l  the thi ngs y o u  m enti o ned i n y o u r no te are dear to  m y  heart-b u t 
f i rst o f  al l , i t al l  rem i nds m e o f  m y  m o m ( A l i c e Y o u ng) .  I t w as her 
gu i danc e i n “rai si ng u s u p  ri ght”  that b ro u ght m y  b ro ther D av e and m e 
to  a w o nderf u l  and l o v i ng c hu rc h f am i l y .  I  tau ght S u nday  S c ho o l  f o r a 
ti m e, w o rked E V E R Y  V ac ati o n B i b l e S c ho o l , sang i n the c ho i rs, w ai ted 
tab l es f o r the di nners and real l y  enj o y ed the c hu rc h. 
I  rem em b er R ev . L i ndsay -su c h a “grandp a ty p e” -so f t sp o ken and 
rev erent m i ni ster to  l o o k u p  to  and resp ec t.  T hen as a teen the 
f ab u l o u s R ev . L ankto n entered o u r l i v es-and at su c h an i m p o rtant ti m e 
to  i nf l u enc e u s al l .  We w ent o n a tri p  to  E nc am p m ent Wy o m i ng w here 
w e attended a c hu rc h c am p -i t w as w o nderf u l . 
A f ter gradu ati o n I  stray ed aw ay  b u t sti l l  c o nsi der the H o l l y  
Presb y teri an C hu rc h “m y  c hu rc h” .   
H o p e to  see ev ery o ne o n J u l y  1 2 th. 

Mari l y n Y o u ng E dw i ns 
 

F ro m  the f i rst serv i c e I  ev er attended here o n C hri stm as E v e 2 0 0 5, I  
hav e nev er f el t m o re w arm l y  rec ei v ed any w here.  T here are so  m any  
w o nderf u l  p eo p l e here and I  hav e m ade so  m any  new  f ri ends.  I  hav e 
b een i nsp i red and enthu si asti c al l y  gratef u l  to  H erb  and R u nee S w anso n 



f o r the ki ndness that they  ex tended to  m y  f am i l y .  E v ery  ev ent here 
l eav es a sp ec i al  m em o ry  i n m y  heart.  

F ran O l so n 
 
We m o v ed to  H o l l y  i n 1 9 54  and j o i ned the H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h.  
We w ere ac ti v e m em b ers u nti l  w e m o v ed to  F l o ri da , i n the l ate 
sev enti es. 
S tev e and o thers w ere v ery  b u sy  o n the reno v ati o ns o f  the c hu rc h 
b asem ent.  H e rem em b ers al l  the term i tes they  enc o u ntered w hi l e 
di ggi ng i t o u t. 
We hav e m any  m em o ri es o f  the p eo p l e and H o l l y .  We are m em b ers and 
attend the G rac e Presb y teri an C hu rc h here i n L ake S u sy , F l o ri da. 

R o se and S tev e Y o b u c k 
 

T he m em o ri es I  hav e o f  H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h:  
B ei ng i nv i ted to  H PC  f o r the f i rst ti m e and to l d to  u se the b ac k do o r 
b ec au se no  o ne u ses the f ro nt. 
F eel i ng v ery  ap p rehensi v e ab o u t teac hi ng 4 -5-6th grade S u nday  S c ho o l  
and the enc o u ragem ent R al p h gav e. 
B ap ti sm s o f  o u r c hi l dren b y  R al p h Parv i n and D av e Mai rs and b ap ti sm s 
o f  o thers i n the l ake b y  J ac k C raf t. 
E x hau sti ng b u t f u n w eek ho sti ng V B S . 
T he y ear w e ho sted the c o m m u ni ty  serv i c e at C rap o  Park i n a to rrenti al  
do w np o u r.  We al l  m anaged to  f i t u nder the gaz eb o . 
A l l  c hu rc h retreats at C am p  S ky l i ne and the “no t-f o r-p ri m eti m e” c ho i r. 
Y o u th retreats- T he y ear the f i re al arm  w ent o f f  ( w e w o n’ t m enti o n 
nam es) , l o c k-i n’ s at U  o f  M F l i nt, Pl ay i ng “I  nev er”  at the A l m a retreats. 
A du l t retreats- i n p arti c u l ar, the y ear o ne o f  o u r el ders w ent MI A  f o r 
a c o u p l e o f  ho u rs. 

J an B radshaw  
 

I  hav e w o nderf u l  m em o ri es o f  H o l l y  Presb y teri an; S u nday  S c ho o l , c ho i r 
p rac ti c e w i th G w en C anf i el d, m y  b ap ti sm , the b az aars, etc .  B u t 

J u ne2 8 ,1 9 58  
We go t u p  and w ent sw i m m i ng b ef o re b reakf ast.  We to o k p i c tu res o f  
the dam  and a m an to o k u s o n a sp eed b o at ri de.  We sto p p ed at a 
dri v e-i n f o r l u nc h.  I t w as real l y  ho t and w e o nl y  c hanged c ars tw i c e.  
We dro v e thro u gh the m o u ntai ns.  We had a p i c ni c  i n the m o u ntai ns 
near L aram i e.  We had V esp ers at a p i c ni c  and sang.  I  nev er saw  su c h 
b i g ro c ks.  I  stay ed w i th D o ri s at the R ev erend’ s ho u se. 
J u ne2 9 ,1 9 58  
We w ere l ate f o r c hu rc h.  We w ent to  a ro deo .  We dro v e u p  to  the 
sno w y  range.  I t w as b eau ti f u l .  We sp ent a l o t o f  ti m e there and i t w as 
dark w hen w e go t b ac k to  S ky l i ne R anc h.  T he trai l er b ro ke do w n and i t 
w as a m ess.  Peg V  and I  go t sep arated f ro m  the rest o f  the gro u p .  
D arn i t!  
J u ne 3 0 ,1 9 58  
I  ski p p ed b reakf ast so  I  c o u l d do  m y  w ashi ng and i ro ni ng.  We ro de i nto  
to w n w i th A ndy  and I  go t so m e L ev i s.  T he rest o f  the ki ds go t here.  
O u r c ab i n w ashed di shes.  We had v esp ers i n the c hap el  and i t w as 
b eau ti f u l .  I  w as el ec ted to  the c am p  c o u nc i l .  We had a m eeti ng af ter 
rec reati o n.  We had f el l o w shi p  i n o u r c ab i ns. 
J u l y  1 , 1 9 58  
I  w ro te l etters du ri ng rest p eri o d.  T he c am p  sc hedu l e started.  I  am  
c hai rm an o f  tw o  di f f erent gro u p s.  We w ent o n a hi ke i n the af terno o n.  
When w e go t b ac k w e w ent sw i m m i ng.  We sang i n the ev eni ng and saw  
a m o v i e af ter v esp ers.  T hey  p u t “do  o r”  o n m y  nam e tag.  S o  no w  i t 
say s D o  o r D i . 
J u l y  2 , 1 9 58  
We p l ay ed v o l l ey b al l  and w ent sw i m m i ng.  We had v esp ers and a 
c am p f i re. 
 
J u l y  3 ,1 9 58  
Peg Mi l l er to o k u s sw i m m i ng.  I t w as c o l d. B i l l  L  had a c o nf erenc e w i th 
u s ab o u t “l o v i ng thy  nei ghb o rs” .  We w ent o n a hi ke.  We had v esp ers at 
the tree ho u se. 



D o ri s Wal ker and Peg and A ndy  Mi l l er)  m ade the tri p  to  S ky l i ne C am p  
i n Wy o m i ng. 
 
J u ne 2 3 , 1 9 58  
We al l  w ent to  O l sen’ s G as S tati o n to  get o u r p i c tu re taken f o r the 
p ap er.  A ndy  A nderso n b o u ght ev ery o ne c o kes. 
J u ne 2 4 , 1 9 58  
We l ef t H o l l y  at 7 : 3 0  a.m . to  head f o r C l arado n H i l l s, I l l .  L o u i e l o st hi s 
w al l et, i t rai ned and the trai l er hi tc h b ro ke.  B u t w e al l  j u st sm i l ed 
thro u gh i t.  We sang i n the c ars and p l ay ed gam es.  We ate l u nc h i n the 
c ars b ec au se i t w as rai ni ng.  When w e go t there, w e had a p i c ni c  and 
p l ay ed b adm i nto n.  We danc ed and l i stened to  rec o rds.  We b ro ke u p  to  
go  to  the ho m es.  Peg and A ndy  Mi l l er are the sw eetest p eo p l e i n the 
w o rl d.  I t w as thei r 8 th anni v ersary  to day . 
J u ne 2 5, 1 9 58  
We sto p p ed at a dri v e-i n f o r l u nc h.  We al l  w al ked o v er a Mi ssi ssi p p i  
R i v er b ri dge.  We w ent thro u gh the to w n o f  B u rl i nto n.  We go t to  Mt. 
Pl easant, I o w a earl y  and had a p i c ni c . We had a l o t o f  f u n i n the p ark.  
We al l  p l ay ed o n the sw i ngs and sl i des l i ke l i ttl e ki ds.  I t’ s f u nny , they  
tal k w i th an ac c ent.  T hey  to o k u s o n a to u r o f  the c i ty .  T hey  hav e the 
o l dest c o l l ege w est o f  the Mi ssi ssi p p i .  T he l and thei r ho u se i s o n w as 
o nc e o w ned b y  the dau ghter-i n-l aw  o f  L i nc o l n. 
J u ne 2 6,1 9 58  
We go t l o st f ro m  the o ther c ars b u t w e m et u p  agai n i n a sm al l  to w n.  
Peggy  V anB u ren and I  go t to  stay  to gether at the ho m e o f  an o l der 
l ady .  S he w as ni c e.  We sp ent m o st o f  the ev eni ng dri v i ng aro u nd 
l o o ki ng at the to w n. 
J u ne 2 7 ,1 9 58  
We dro v e al l  day  as u su al .  We sto p p ed at a restau rant f o r l u nc h.  We 
c am p ed o u t at L ake Mc C o nnehe.  We c o o ked stew  b u t i t di dn’ t get 
do ne.  Peggy  V anB u ren and I  sl ep t i n the tent.  Mo st o f  the ki ds w ent 
i nsi de to  sl eep .  We f o u nd an o l d p u m p  and p ri m ed i t.  I t w as ho t.  We 
had V esp ers do w n b y  the l ake.  T hen w e al l  sat aro u nd and sang. 

p ro b ab l y  m y  f o ndest and m o st v i v i d m em o ry  i s w hen R ev . L ankto n to o k 
1 6 ( I  thi nk)  o f  u s to  Presb y teri an C hu rc h C am p  i n Wy o m i ng.  
A rrangem ents w ere m ade f o r u s to  trav el  ( dri v i ng o f  c o u rse)  to  c ertai n 
to w ns al o ng the w ay  and m eet u p  w i th o ther Presb y teri an C hu rc hes and 
they  w o u l d take u s i n f o r di nner and o ne o v erni ght and then w e w o u l d 
b e o n o u r w ay  the nex t day .  I  thi nk i t w as C asp er Wy o m i ng, b u t I  am  
no t su re.  S o m ew here I  hav e a p i c tu re o f  al l  o f  u s standi ng o u t i n f ro nt 
o f  the c hu rc h b ef o re w e l ef t.  I  kno w  i t w as i n the H o l l y  H eral d.  I  
w o u l d b e su rp ri sed i f  y o u  do n’ t hear f ro m  so m eo ne el se ab o u t the tri p .  
I  kno w  Mari l y n Y o u ng, S u si e N i l es, T o ni  A ndrew s, Mary  K ay  H enry , Peg 
V anB u ren, T ed Wago ner ( I  thi nk) , B i l l  H ay es, J i m  C anf i el d and T o m  
H adl ey  w ere so m e o f  u s that w ent.  I t w as rem arkab l e f o r m e b ei ng the 
f i rst ti m e I  had b een o u t o f  the state.  I  c an rem em b er the b u nk 
H o u ses, B i b l e S tu di es, so ns, m eeti ng o ther ki ds and m aki ng new  
f ri ends.  R ev . L ankto n w as su c h a b l essi ng to  the c hu rc h and I  
rem em b er ho w  u p set w e al l  w ere w hen he l ef t. 
I  p ray  f o r a w o nderf u l  ev ent f o r the c hu rc h .      

G o d B l ess, S u e R i ddl e C o tc her 
 

We m o v ed to  H o l l y  i n 1 9 66.  O u r so ns w ere b o rn i n 1 9 7 2  and 1 9 7 4 . 
I t w as a l i ttl e l ater w hen R al p h and Mary  Parv i n c am e to  the c hu rc h.  
T hey  w ere i nstru m ental  i n o u r starti ng to  attend H o l l y  Presb y teri an.  
T hey  m eant a l o t to  b o th C arl  and I . I  rem em b er o ne S u nday ,  I  dro v e 
to  c hu rc h w i th the b o y s.  I  thi nk there w as a Men’ s B reakf ast and C arl  
w as al ready  there.  We w ere go i ng to  C arl ’ s au nt and u nc l e ( S tev e and 
R o se Y o b u c k)  f o r l u nc h.  Wel l , w e b o th go t there and nei ther o f  u s had 
the b o y s!   I  dro v e b ac k to  c hu rc h as q u i c kl y  as I  c o u l d.  T hey  w ere i n 
N i c k and Wi l m a K l ak’ s c ar.  T hey  had c o m e to  thei r resc u e.  N eedl ess, 
to  say  w e di dn’ t get the p arent o f  the y ear aw ard that y ear.  T here i s 
so  m u c h I  rem em b er ab o u t do i ng f u neral  di nners w i th J enni f er 
C hanter, B o nni e Pel to n and Wi l l ah Mac key .  S u c h go o d w o rkers and 
w o nderf u l  p eo p l e m ake tho se m em o ri es go o d o nes. 

Phy l l i s B ai l ey  



O nc e u p o n a ti m e w hen R al p h Parv i n w as o u r m i ni ster there w ere a 
c o u p l e o f  gro u p s i n w hi c h I  p arti c i p ated that w ere tru l y  m em o rab l e.  
O ne w as c al l ed O -F i v e-O  ( o v er f i f ty ) .  We m et m o nthl y  at no o n f o r a 
p o tl u c k l u nc h w here ev en a sto re b o u ght b ag o f  c hi p s w as w el c o m e.  
S o m e gro u p  m em b ers I sab el  and D o n S tark, B o nni e Pel to n and H el en 
B ates ( w hen no t u p  N o rth) .  A no ther gro u p  w hi c h al so  m et m o nthl y  b u t 
o nl y  S u nday  ev eni ngs w as a f ew  stal w art D em o c rats.  We had go o d 
c o m raderi e and ab o u t the o nl y  gro u p  m em b er I  rec al l  b esi des R al p h w as 
D av e S u m m ers w ho  sho w ered u s w i th rel ev ant arti c l es, etc . 
Mo v i ng al o ng w as the ex p eri enc e o f  c ho i r m em b ershi p .  T he c ho i r w as 
di rec ted b y  R o b erta C arter o r B i l l  C o al e and ac c o m p ani ed b y  J anet 
S hi el .  T hi s w as f u n and there w ere ti m es w hen w e m ade so m e l o v el y  
m u si c .  S o m e o f  tho se ti m es w ere C hri stm as and an esp ec i al l y  
m em o rab l e H al l al u j ah C ho ru s w hen R o b erta arranged so m e sp ec i al  
em b el l i shm ents.  ( T hank y o u  Mr. H andel ) .  We ev en sang o nc e i n 
G erm an.  T he K l aks, L y l es, J an and D an G o o dearl , Mari o nette K u b i c z , 
Max i ne Mathi s, J i m  H edi n, D o nna Pi eni ng and J ac k C raf t w ere so m e 
c ho i r m em b ers. 
A t ab o u t that ti m e w e p arti c i p ated i n a stai ned gl ass c ensu s o v erseen 
b y  a c u rato r at Mi c hi gan S tate U ni v ersi ty .  T hi s w as i nteresti ng to  
l earn ab o u t the l o v el y  w i ndo w s i n the sanc tu ary  and f el l o w shi p  hal l . 
L ast b u t no t l east i s the J u ne G arage S al e w here di sc ards b ec o m e 
so m eo ne’ s gem s.  T he S i ngl es and B eth D ry er are f o u nd there eac h 
y ear.  T hi s i s o ne o f  the hi ghl i ghts o f  the su m m er. Many  hu rrahs and 
thanks to  al l .  May  G o d b l ess the H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h. 

D o ro thy  L eam i ng 
 

Mem o ri es o f  H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h are al l  go o d.  I  w as no t there 
as l o ng as m o st.  R ev  J ac k w as the m i ni ster w hi l e I  w as there. 
I  serv ed o n p ro p erty  f o r a w hi l e ( 3  y ears) , I  enj o y ed try i ng to  do  a f ew  
thi ngs.  J enni f er C hanter and I  w ent to  the V i l l age C o u nc i l  to  get si gn 
ap p ro v al .   
I  w o rked o n J ac k and B etsy ’ s ho u se, rew o rked p l u m b i ng. 

I  w as i n the c o nf i rm ati o n c l ass o f  1 9 8 7  w i th K ri sta H enn and so m e 
o thers.  We had a sp ec i al  c hu rc h serv i c e o u tsi de b y  the l ake b ehi nd the 
c hu rc h.  Mel i ssa G o b l er w as b ap ti z ed i n S i m o nso n L ake at the sam e 
c erem o ny . 
I n the l ate 1 9 8 0 ’ s H al  and N anc y  Mc D av i d i nv i ted the y o u th gro u p  to  
thei r ho u se o n G range H al l  R o ad.  We had a hay  ri de and they  sho w ed 
the m o v i e, “T he G o ds Mu st B e C raz y .”   T hey  w ere f u n p eo p l e to  b e 
aro u nd. 

J u l i e S hi el  Mu rp hree 
 

O ne o f  the b est m em o ri es m y  f am i l y  and I  hav e o f  H o l l y  Presb y teri an 
C hu rc h i s the S atu rday  w e w ere f i rst w el c o m ed b y  the c o ngregati o n.  
We w ere and c o nti nu e to  b e o v erw hel m ed b y  the genu i ne w arm th, 
f ri endl i ness and c are thi s c o ngregati o n has ex tended no t o nl y  to  u s, 
b u t to  al l .  N o  m atter w hat the f u tu re ho l ds, w e w i l l  al w ay s rem em b er 
thi s sp ec i al  c o ngregati o n as o ne that real l y  w al ks b y  and l i v es the l o v e 
o f  C hri st.   H ap p y  1 50 th !   May  G o d c o nti nu e to  b l ess y o u  and keep  y o u  
al l . 

T he C u l l en F am i l y  
 

K en and I  hav e f o nd m em o ri es o f  p l ay i ng S no o p  o v er the l ast 2 5 y ears.  
O u r greatest m em o ry  i s o f  o u r w eddi ng 2 5 y ears ago  b y  R al p h Parv i n. 
A s a c hi l d, I  hav e f o nd m em o ri es o f  y o u th gro u p , c hu rc h c am p  and 
c ho i r. 

S har H adl ey  H ec ht 
 

T hi s i s the di ary  kep t b y  D i ane A nderso n and c o m p i l ed b y  Peggy  
B ensett o n the y o u th tri p  to  Wy o m i ng. 
1 2  gi rl s ( D i ane A nderso n, T o ni  A ndrew s, J anet D o ty , J ani e F i sher, 
Mary  K ay  H enry , N anc y  N el so n, S u si e N i l es, N i c ky  S tark, S u e R i ddl e, 
Peggy  V anB u ren, J u dy  Wo o d, Mari l y n Y o u ng) .  4  b o y s ( L o u i e B ensett, 
B i l l  H ay es, D arrel l  K i nney  and B ru c e F o x )  and 4  adu l ts ( B i l l  L ankto n, 



Mem o ri al  serv i c es o f  b el o v ed c hu rc h m em b ers Meta D eetken and H al  
Mc D av i d w ere hel d at H PC .  I n Marc h 1 9 9 6 R o b erta C arter b o u ght and 
p i c ked u p  m y  b l o nde B al dw i n c hu rc h m o del  o rgan f ro m  o u r ho m e o n 
R attal ee L ake R d.  We w ere i n the thro es o f  p rep ari ng f o r o u r m o v e to  
o u r new  ho m e i n Paradi se i n J u l y .  S o  J u ne 2 3 , 1 9 9 6 w as m y  f i nal  
S u nday  as regu l ar o rgani st at H PC .  F o nd f arew el l s w ere the o rder o f  
that day . 
T hro u gh the y ears o u r c ho i r ro ster i nc l u ded m any  f ac es and v o i c es 
w hi c h I ’ l l  al w ay s c o nti nu e to  see and hear i n m y  m em o ri es.  S o m e o f  
them  are:  Peggy  V anB u ren B ensett and her m o ther B etty  V anB u ren, 
D o nna Pi eni ng, Wi l m a and N i c k K l ak, V el m a S m i th, D o ro thy  L eam i ng, 
D an and J an G o o dearl , Max i ne Mathi e, H el en and G i l es Mo rri s, H al  and 
N anc y  Mc  D av i d, J o el  B l atc hf o rd, G o rdi e and J an B radshaw , 
Mari o nette K u b i c z , and J ac k and B etsy  C raf t. 
I t w as a p ri v i l ege to  b e c al l ed, an enri c hm ent i n w ay s to o  nu m ero u s to  
nam e, and p ro b ab l y  so m e ki nd o f  a rec o rd f o r b ei ng the l o ngest tri al  
p eri o d f o r a c hu rc h o rgani st i n that i t sp anned so m e 1 5 y ears. 

J anet S hi el  
 

H ere are a f ew  m em o ri es f ro m  m y  “gro w i ng u p ”  y ears i n the c hu rc h:  
I n the 1 9 8 0 ’ s G ertru de S ki nner w as q u i te ac ti v e teac hi ng S u nday  
S c ho o l  and do i ng o ther ac ti v i ti es w i th y o u th.  S he w as i n her 8 0 ’ s at 
the ti m e and ap p eared to  l o v e ev ery  m i nu te o f  i t.  A s p art o f  the y o u th, 
I  rem em b er go i ng to  her A -f ram e ho u se o n H o u ser R o ad f o r an A u tu m n 
Party .  S he had gam es set u p  al l  o v er ho u se.  We b o b b ed f o r ap p l es and 
ate do u ghnu ts f ro m  a stri ng.  I  hav e m any  f o nd m em o ri es o f  Mrs. 
S ki nner.  S he had a great kno w l edge o f  the B i b l e and shared m any  w i se 
tho u ghts w i th u s. 
I n the 1 9 8 0 ’ s R o n D ershem  w as the l eader o f  the y o u th gro u p .  We di d 
m any  f u n ac ti v i ti es.  S o m e o f  the m o st m em o rab l e w ere”  a w al k-a-tho n 
f ro m  the c hu rc h to  the D ershem  ho u se o n D i l l ey  R d. i n D av i sb u rg, l o c k-
i ns at the U ni v ersi ty  o f  Mi c hi gan R ec reati o n C enter, and l o c k-i ns at o u r 
c hu rc h. 

L o ts o f  f o nd m em o ri es. 
I  p l an to  c o m e do w n f o r the c el eb rati o n. 

J o e C arter 
R ef l ec ti ng b ac k o n m em o rab l e ev ents i n m y  earl y  y ears at H o l l y  
Presb y teri an C hu rc h. 
I  rem em b er the Mo ther/ D au ghter B anq u ets, attendi ng w i th m y  three 
si sters Marj o ri e, J anet and K ay .  T here w ere m any  i n attendanc e 
du ri ng that ti m e i n the earl y  1 9 60 ’ s. 
D u ri ng m y  grade sc ho o l  y ears m y  si sters and I  al w ay s dressed i n hats, 
gl o v es and sho es to  c o m p l i m ent o u r new  dresses f o r E aster.  Mo m  and 
D ad dressed u p  as w el l . 
My  f ather al w ay s w o re a su i t to  c hu rc h.  I  nev er asked w hy  b u t m ay b e 
thi s m ade hi m  f eel  sp ec i al  and resp ec tf u l  i n G o d’ s ho u se. 
My  earl i est rec o l l ec ti o n w as attendi ng ei ther S u nday  S c ho o l  o r 
C o nf i rm ati o n c l asses at the v ery  b ac k o f  w hat i s no w  o u r sanc tu ary .  
T hi s w as c l o sed o f f  f ro m  the m ai n p art o f  the ro o m . 

Mary  R eni c o  
 

When I  w as ab o u t 4  o r 5 y ears o l d, m y  grandm o ther ( G rac e Pel to n)  
w o u l d gi v e m e a ni c kel  f o r the o f f eri ng.  S he al so  had l em o n dro p s i n 
her p u rse!  
I  w as m arri ed here i n 1 9 8 2 .  D u ri ng the serv i c e there w as a f l y  f l y i ng 
aro u nd R al p h Parv i n.  Wel l , i t l anded o n hi s no se, I  w as try i ng no t to  
l au gh, m y  b o u q u et w as shaki ng and m y  si ster-i n-l aw  tho u ght I  w as 
sc ared.  I t al l  w o rked o u t.  We b ap ti z ed b o th o f  o u r c hi l dren here al so . 

Margaret Perry  
 

My  m em o ri es at H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h b egan i n 1 9 52 .  R ev . J o sep h 
L i ndsay  w as the m i ni ster.  H e w as el derl y  and I  tho u ght he w as the 
ki ndest m an I ’ d ev er m et.  When o u r three m o nth o l d dau ghter di ed, he 
w as i n C anada o n v ac ati o n b u t y et he go t o n a trai n and c am e b ac k f o r 
the f u neral  serv i c es.  I ’ l l  nev er f o rget that m an. 



My  f i rst m em o ry  o f  getti ng i nv o l v ed w as w hen H etti e S no w , Mari l y n 
C u rl e H o p e and I  dec i ded to gether w e’ d try  to  c hai r the annu al  tu rkey  
di nner.  We al l  had sm al l  c hi l dren so  i t seem ed a c hal l enge.  T he 
ki tc hen, w hi c h w as w here the nu rsery  i s to day  and the f el l o w shi p  hal l  
w ere i n the b asem ent.  T u rkey s w i th dressi ng w ere ro asted i n ho m es 
and p i es so l i c i ted.  We had a b i g c ro w d and  m ade i t thro u gh w i tho u t 
ru nni ng o u t o f  f o o d and l earned a l o t. 
I  rem em b er attendi ng the Martha C i rc l e that m et o nc e a m o nth i n the 
af terno o n at di f f erent ho m es f o r dessert and a B i b l e stu dy .  I sab el  
S tark, D ev o na N el so n and B etty  V anB u ren w ere su c h great l eaders i n 
the gro u p -m ento rs f o r m e. 
When B o nni e Pel to n’ s y o u ngest so n T o m  and y o u ngest dau ghter N anc y  
w ere o l d eno u gh to  b e i n the nu rsery  c l ass, B o nni e and I  agreed to  
teac h the 2 n d  and 3 r d  grade c l ass.  We f el t i nadeq u ate b u t to gether w e 
gav e i t a try .  We tau ght f o r ten y ears.  We had w o nderf u l  ki ds and 
had a go o d ti m e do i ng i t.  We b o th f el t w e l earned m o re than the ki ds. 
A no ther m em o ry  i s w hen o u r C hu rc h p artnered the o ther H o l l y  
C hu rc hes to  sp o nso r a C am b o di an F am i l y .  A l l  the c hu rc hes w o rked 
to gether w i th garage sal es, di nners, any thi ng w e c o u l d thi nk o f  to  rai se 
m o ney  to  su p p o rt them . 
Many  m em o ri es … … … … ..and I  thank G o d that thi s C hu rc h has b een a 
p art o f  m y  l i f e f o r the l ast 57  y ears. 

B eth D ry er 
 

My  m em o ri es go  b ac k to  w hen I  w as ab o u t 5.  T he f i rst m i ni ster I  
rem em b er w as R ev . F u l c o m er, f o l l o w ed m y  Mo rto n B o o th.  R ev  Pau l  
A l l u red w as a p asto r w hen I  gradu ated f ro m  H i gh S c ho o l  and l ef t f o r 
the A rm y .  V i rgi ni a Mo tt w as m y  f i rst S u nday  S c ho o l  teac her and w e 
m et i n the c hu rc h b asem ent.  A s I  go t o l der i n ab o u t the 7 th and 8 th 
grade, E d B arb esac k tau ght the B o y s Y o u th G ro u p .  A b o u t that ti m e, I  
w as  rec ru i ted to  hel p  u sher S u nday  m o rni ngs.  Many  di d thi s b u t I  
esp ec i al l y  rem em b er w o rki ng w i th F red F o ss, J o hn Mc Q u ai d, B i l l  
May b ee and D o n S tark.  A t that ti m e w e u shered ev ery o ne to  thei r 

the c ho i r m em b ers c o nti nu ed to  attend the F S O  c o nc erts at Whi ti ng 
A u di to ri u m  j u st to  f o l l o w  and enj o y  hi s tal ents and f ri endshi p  af ter he 
l ef t. 
Mu si c al l y , S t. A ndrew s D ay  o b serv anc es i n N o v em b er w ere the ru l e 
w i th b agp i p ers and S c o tti sh danc ers i n the f el l o w shi p  hal l .  T here w ere 
N ew  Y ears E v e w eddi ngs i n the sanc tu ary  ( u su al l y  o f f i c i ated b y  D i c k 
J ac o b so n)  and V al enti ne D ay  and S t. Patri c k D ay  w eddi ngs to  p l ay  f o r. 
A f ter J ac k C raf t w as b ro u ght i n as o u r new  p asto r there w as an 
o u tdo o r c o nf i rm ati o n serv i c e c o m p l ete w i th b ap ti sm  i n S i m o nso n L ake 
j u st b ehi nd the c hu rc h p arki ng l o t.  We ho o ked u p  the key b o ard and 
sp eakers w i th ex tensi o n c o rds and o nc e agai n had l i v e m u si c  o n the 
l aw n. 
I n S ep t. 1 9 9 1  D av e R ath b egan rehearsal s and m o nthl y  anthem s w i th 
the c hi l dren’ s c ho i r.  I n 1 9 9 2  there w ere tw o  E aster S u nday  m o rni ng 
serv i c es, Mari l y n H enry  and so n v i si ted f o r a sp ec i al  m u si c al  du et, 
Wi l m a K l ak c o nti nu ed to  so l o  o n S u nday s as o c c asi o nal l y  di d K eri  
D ersham , J ane D ry er and R o b erta C arter. 
S o m eti m e i n 1 9 9 3  Wednesday  ni ght c ho i r rehearsal s b egan, no w  u nder 
the di rec ti o n o f  R o b erta C arter, an ac c o m p l i shed si nger i n her o w n 
ri ght, b u t al so  a v o c al  teac her and key b o ardi st.  T he c ho i r enj o y ed 
w o rki ng w i th her and had so m e i nteresti ng ti m es du ri ng her tenu re.  
T hese i nc l u ded c ho i r rehearsal s w i th l u nc h i n the f el l o w shi p  hal l , 
C hri stm as p ro gram s ( w i th c hi l dren’ s c ho i r i nv o l v ed) , an o u ti ng to  a F o rt 
S treet Presb y teri an C hu rc h- D etro i t sp ri ng c o nc ert, E aster c antata 
rehearsal  w i th b reakf ast o r p o tl u c k l u nc h i n the f el l o w shi p  hal l , sp ec i al  
rehearsal s f o r A sh Wednesday , c o m m u ni o n serv i c es, Wednesday  ni ght 
su p p er and hy m n si ng, G o o d F ri day  c o m m u ni ty  serv i c e at H PC  and 
p erf o rm anc es w i th i nstru m ents.  Mau ndy  T hu rsday  serv i c es al so  
c o nti nu ed and i nc l u ded o rgan m u si c .  R o b erta C arter’ s v o c al  stu dents 
b egan hav i ng thei r rec i tal s at H PC  i n 1 9 9 4 , and I  ac c o m p ani ed them  o n 
the p i ano / o rgan.  We rehearsed and hel d S u nday  ev eni ng p ro gram s i n 
the f al l  f o r a c o u p l e o f  y ears. 



and m i ni ster to  nu m ero u s i ndi v i du al s and f am i l i es w i th w ho m  he b ec am e 
ac q u ai nted i n to w n du ri ng hi s m eanderi ngs.  H e gl adl y  m arri ed p eo p l e at 
the H o l l y  H o tel  ( sev eral  c erem o ni es and so m eti m es w i th p i ano ) , i n thei r 
b ac k y ards (  w e ho o ked u p  a key b o ard f o r these) , and i nsi de thei r 
ho m es.  A t c ertai n ti m es o f  the y ear i n the 1 9 8 0 ’ s there w ere 3 -4  
w eddi ngs i n a m o nth. 
T hese sam e y ears b ro u ght thei r share o f  m em o ri al  serv i c es at the 
c hu rc h as w el l .  A l l  the w hi l e there w as m u si c  f o r S u nday  serv i c es that 
i nc l u ded m any  a rehearsal  w i th l eadi ng c ho i r so p rano  Wi l m a K l ak, w ho  
o f ten so l o ed i n p l ac e o f  the c ho i r du ri ng the su m m er rec ess.  Wi l m a 
and I  al so  di d q u i te a f ew  o rgan-p i ano  du ets f o r o f f erto ri es.  
O c c asi o nal l y  I  w o u l d ac c o m p any  an i nstru m ental  so l o i st w ho  p l ay ed 
o b o e, f l u te, o r rec o rder. 
C hri stm as m u si c  w as al w ay s v ery  sp ec i al  du ri ng these y ears.  E ac h 
D ec em b er the c ho i r p resented a c antata the w eek b ef o re C hri stm as- 
i n 1 9 8 7  w e had tw o  p erf o rm anc es b o th i n the m o rni ng and ev eni ng.  We 
had C hri stm as c aro l  si ngs and si ng-al o ngs, p o tl u c k and c ho i r p ro gram s, 
and u su al l y  tw o  C hri stm as E v e serv i c es at 7  and 1 1  p .m . 
T he c am araderi e w i thi n the c ho i r w as real  and so m eti m es hi l ari o u s.  
L au ghter and o ne-l i ners f l o w ed.  We w ere ac tu al l y  al so  taki ng p art i n a 
c l i ni c  u nder the tu tel age o f  B i l l  C o al e, w ho se kno w l edge and ex p erti se 
i n m u si c  and m u si c  theo ry  (  no t to  m enti o n the p i p e o rgan and i ts 
rep ai r)  af f o rded ev ery  o ne o f  u s the o p p o rtu ni ty  to  l earn, i m p ro v i se 
and p erf o rm  to gether.  S o m eti m es o u r enthu si asm  sp i l l ed o v er o u tsi de 
the env i ro ns o f  H PC  to  i nc l u de R o ari ng 2 0 ” s Pi z z a i n O kem o s and and 
ev eni ngs at the Mc D av i d ho m e ( hay ri des, go o d f o o d, si ng-al o ng.)  
F o l l o w i ng R ev . Parv i n’ s reti rem ent w e w ere p ri v i l eged to  hav e D av i d 
Mai rs as i nteri m  p asto r.  H e w as b o th an o rdai ned Presb y teri an 
m i ni ster and ac c o m p l i shed c o ndu c to r o f  the F l i nt S y m p ho ny  O rc hestra 
at the ti m e.  H e b ro u ght a sense o f  stab i l i ty  and o p ti m i sm  to  o u r 
c o ngregati o n, as w el l  as hi s m u si c al  ex p erti se and ap p rec i ati o n.  H e 
m ade the dec i si o n to  p u rsu e hi s m u si c al  c areer, al tho u gh m any  o f  u s at 
H PC  w o u l d hav e c o v eted hi s l o ng-term  tenu re here i n H o l l y .  S ev eral  o f  

u su al  seats.  We had C hri sti an E ndeav o r C l ass o n S u nday  ni ghts and o u r 
i nstru c to r w as H el en C o l e. 
I  hav e m any  m em o ri es o f  the Presb y teri an C hu rc h C ho i r o f  w hi c h m y  
m o ther and f ather sang.  O nc e a m o nth a c ho i r su p p er w as hel d at so m e 
m em b ers ho u se at w hi c h ti m e they  al so  rehearsed.  I  c an sti l l  
rem em b er si tti ng o n the stai rw ay  go i ng u p stai rs at o u r ho u se l i steni ng 
to  w hat w as go i ng o n.  Mi l dred E l l i s w as the p i ani st and G w en C anf i el d 
and E l i z ab eth F u rb u sh w ere di rec to rs.  I n the earl y  f i f ti es I  sang i n 
the c ho i r.   
T he C hu rc h has b een a b i g p art o f  m y  l i f e f o r al m o st 8 1  y ears.  O u r 
f o u r c hi l dren w ere b ap ti z ed and c o nf i rm ed i n thi s c hu rc h and 3  w ere 
m arri ed here.  I t’ s hard to  p u t do w n 8 1  y ears o f  m em o ri es b u t I ’ m  
p ro u d to  b e a p art o f  the hi sto ry  o f  thi s c hu rc h. 

B ru c e D ry er 
 

I  gu ess m o st o f  m y  m em o ri es deal  w i th p eo p l e l o ng go ne f ro m  the ro l l s 
o f  the c hu rc h.  G randm a and G randp a Pel to n ( V ern and G rac e)  al m o st 
al w ay s b ro u ght u s ki ds to  c hu rc h b ef o re m o m  started c o m i ng regu l arl y .  
G randp a sang i n the c ho i r w i th H az en G i l es and I  c o u l d al w ay s c o u nt o n 
seei ng o ne o r b o th o f  them  b reaki ng a sm i l e o r a l au gh as they  shared 
( p erhap s sl i ghtl y  o f f -c o l o r)  j o kes.  G randm a tau ght the adu l t S u nday  
S c ho o l  c l ass f o r m any  y ears.  I  l earned the f i ner p o i nts o f  u sheri ng 
f ro m  G randp a ( “D o  i t T H I S  w ay … ” )  i n the day s w hen w e w ere ex p ec ted 
to  take the p eo p l e to  thei r seats and hand them  a b u l l eti n,  w hi c h, b y  
the w ay , I  had f o l ded earl i er ac c o rdi ng to  sp ec i f i c  i nstru c ti o n.  N o ne 
o f  thi s, do i ng f i v e o r si x  at a ti m e to  sp eed the p ro c ess…  the edges 
m u st b e ev en and the f o l d sharp !  
B i l l  L ankto n w as the f i rst m i ni ster I  rem em b er.  H e reti red so m e y ears 
ago  f ro m  di rec ti ng Presb y tery  o f  C hi c ago ’ s c am p  at S au gatu c k, Mi  f o r 
m any  y ears. 
A nn G rate, f o l l o w ed b y  D o ro thy  R eagan w ere the y o u th c ho i r di rec to rs 
I  sang u nder.  I t w as ab o u t then I  go t m y  f i rst go o d l o o k at the 
c hu rc h’ s H am m o nd o rgan and l earned f ro m  G l ady s G i l b ert that ev ery  



go o d o rgani st had a p ai r o f  sho es that they  u sed ex c l u si v el y  f o r p l ay i ng 
the p edal s and w o e b e to  the u ni nf o rm ed p erso n w ho  w o u l d dare to  
rem o v e them  f ro m  thei r resti ng p l ac e near the c o nso l e!   S he to l d the 
sto ry  o f  an o v er anx i o u s c hu rc h c u sto di an w ho  saw  these ragged, w o rn 
o u t p ai r o f  sho es o ne w eek w hi l e c l eani ng and threw  them  i nto  the 
trash.  T he o rgani st w as nearl y  i n a p ani c  and I  b el i ev e to l d the 
c u sto di an i n no  u nc ertai n l angu age that y o u  w o u l d no t ty p i c al l y  hear i n a 
c hu rc h to  retri ev e them  p o sthaste and N O W! !  
D u ri ng c o l l ege I  w as enti c ed aw ay  to  the f u ndam ental i st/ Pentec o stal  
m o v em ent and had so m e b ad ex p eri enc es w i th them ; to  the p o i nt o f  
sw eari ng o f f  c hu rc h enti rel y  f o r sev eral  y ears.  I f  these w ere 
C hri sti ans then I  w anted no thi ng to  do  w i th them .  I  started go i ng b ac k 
to  H PC  serv i c es w i th m o m  o c c asi o nal l y  ( R al p h Parv i n w as the p asto r 
no w )  and o ne day  R al p h ap p ro ac hed m e and i nq u i red i f  I  m i ght b e 
i nterested i n j o i ni ng the c hu rc h.  I  had no t go ne thro u gh c o nf i rm ati o n 
and do n’ t ask m e w hy  b ec au se I  su re do n’ t rem em b er!  I  sai d o k b u t 
there’ s so m e stu f f  y o u  need to  kno w  ab o u t and he l et m e tal k thro u gh 
so m e o f  m y  ex p eri enc es w i th the Pentec o stal s that c au sed m e the 
m o st gri ef .  B o tto n l i ne, I  j o i ned the m em b ershi p , di d a term  o n 
S essi o n ( o ne y ear as the c l erk)  and o rgani z ed so m e ac ti v i ti es w i th the 
j u ni o r and seni o r hi gh y o u th.  O ne m em o ry  that rem ai ns w i th m e w as 
o rgani z i ng a f u nd-rai si ng sl av e au c ti o n du ri ng w hi c h m em b ers o f  the 
c hu rc h w o u l d b i d o n the v ari o u s y o u th f o r hel p  w i th p ro j ec ts aro u nd 
the ho u se.  T he o ne w ho  w as b i d the hi ghest w as J ef f  S i ngl e, then a 
strap p i ng hi gh-sc ho o l  j o c k!   I  al so  rem em b er l o c k-i ns at the c hu rc h and 
U M-F l i nt, at l east o ne o f  w hi c h had the o v erri di ng q u esti o n:  A re A m y  
B ensett and R o b  H ardi ng an i tem ? ? ?  
O ther sho rt m em o ri es:  T he day  E l sp eth( G rate)  Perry  to l d m e she w as 
taki ng a S u nday  o f f  f ro m  p l ay i ng the o rgan and I  w as go i ng to  b e her 
su b sti tu te.  H ere are the hy m ns, get b u sy  p rac ti c i ng!   I  hav e nev er 
p rep ared as m u c h si nc e f o r a serv i c e as I  di d that o ne!   I  started 
su b b i ng regu l arl y  sho rtl y  af terw ards at m any  c hu rc hes i n the F l i nt area 
w hen I  w asn’ t at H o l l y .  A f ter m o v i ng to  C hi c ago  i n 1 9 8 4  and 

m o v ed i nto  ac ti o n at that p arti c u l ar ti m e.  H o w ev er, I  knew  the S tark 
f am i l y  p retty  w el l  and o f  thei r ti es to  H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h.  I  
al so  knew  that H PC  had the o nl y  p i p e o rgan i n to w n and that m y  f o rm er 
p i ano / o rgan teac her G l ady s G i l b ert had b een o rgani st o n the H am m o nd 
there f o r m any  y ears.  I t w as she w ho  had i ntro du c ed m e to  the o rgans 
at b o th the S ev enth-D ay  A dv enti st A c adem y  b o ardi ng sc ho o l  and at 
H PC , w here I  u su al l y  to o k m y  l esso ns.  I  w o u l d p rac ti c e at the H o l l y  
B ap ti st C hu rc h, then l o c ated o n S .S agi naw  S t. w i thi n w al ki ng di stanc e 
f ro m  m y  c hi l dho o d ho m e i n the v i l l age.  B u t I  di gress. 
I  c al l ed i n J u l y , 1 9 8 1 , ab o u t tw o  o r three w eeks b ef o re o u r thi rd c hi l d 
R y an w as b o rn.  D o n S tark set u p  a so rt o f  ev eni ng try o u t m eeti ng w i th 
B i l l  C o al e, c ho i r di rec to r at the ti m e, b u t w hen the ap p o i nted ti m e 
c am e I  w as u nab l e to  p l ay  m y  m u si c  f o r them .  R y an’ s “ap p o i nted ti m e”  
i nterv ened and w e nev er w ere ab l e to  set ano ther ti m e that su m m er 
f o r a try o u t.  D o n j u st su ggested that I  b egi n a 6-w eek tri al  p eri o d 
af ter “L ab o r D ay ’  i n S ep tem b er.  H e had a great dro l l  sense o f  hu m o r, 
b u t he al so  m ade thi s su ggesti o n w i th seri o u s i ntent.  S o  I  b egan m y  
tri al  p eri o d that m o nth and j u st kep t o n p l ay i ng u nti l  o u r f am i l y  m o v ed 
to  the U P i n J u l y ,1 9 9 6.  N o  o ne f ro m  c hu rc h ev er real l y  to l d m e that I  
go t the j o b , b u t as I  ref l ec t o n tho se rew ardi ng y ears, I  thi nk that I  
di d.  E i ther that o r m y  o rgan p l ay i ng w ei ghed i n the b al anc e l o ng af ter 
a dec i si o n w as du e. 
D u ri ng R al p h Parv i n’ s m i ni stry  there w ere w eddi ngs gal o re w i thi n and 
w i tho u t the c hu rc h and m o re than a f ew  o f  them  w ere du e to  R al p h’ s 
stro ng b el i ef  i n the i nsti tu ti o n o f  m arri age.  H e testi f i ed to  that 
o p i ni o n w i th a q u i c k, w ry  sm i l e ti m e and agai n.  S o m e o f  the w eddi ngs I  
p l ay ed f o r w ere tho se o f  o u r c hu rc h f am i l i es:  D ry ers, Wel l s, V el m a 
Mc Pherso n-D al e S m i th, D ento ns, S har-H adl ey -K en H ec ht, Po i nters, 
L eam i ngs, Mo rri s ( G i l es & H el en’ s ki n) , R ai ney s, Mary  J ane Mal o tte, 
Mc I nni s, B ates, K ei th D ry er, B ai l ey s ( C arl  &  Phy l l i s’ s ki n) ,B ro w ns, 
B entl ey s.  T he rest o f  the w eddi ngs du ri ng these y ears w ere o nes that 
R ev . Parv i n p erf o rm ed f o r p eo p l e he knew  i n and aro u nd the v i l l age.  H e 
and hi s f am i l y  l i v ed o n C o l l ege S t. i n tho se y ears and c am e to  kno w , hel p  



em b rac ed u s f ro m  the b egi nni ng.  We had a m o nthl y  B i b l e stu dy  that 
w as a real  so u rc e o f  f el l o w shi p  and j o y .  We rem em b er ho w  so  m any  o f  
H PC ’ s m em b ers w el c o m ed u s and ho w  w e w ere su stai ned b y  the l o v e o f  
m em b ers o f  the c hu rc h du ri ng o u r ti m e to gether.  T here are f ar m o re 
go o d m em o ri es o f  H PC  than w e c an enu m erate here and eac h o ne o f  
them  c o nti nu es to  m ake u s sm i l e. 
A nd to gether w e ac c o m p l i shed so m e go o d thi ngs.  We hel d the A dv ent 
and L enten C hi l dren’ s F ai rs.  We added m any  new , b eau ti f u l  C hri stm as 
dec o rati o ns to  the sanc tu ary  and the c hu rc h b u i l di ng.  We b egan to  
rem o del  p arts o f  the b u i l di ng, no tab l y  the p asto r’ s o f f i c e.  T he c hu rc h 
sel ec ted an ex c el l ent p asto r no m i nati ng c o m m i ttee, w hi c h w o rked 
di l i gentl y  and i n a ti m el y  f ashi o n to  sel ec t a f i ne c andi date f o r H PC ’ s 
p u l p i t.  A nd o f  c o u rse, the c o ngregati o n u nderto o k the reno v ati o n o f  
the narthex  to w ard the end o f  o u r ti m e to gether.  T he narthex  w as 
m o re than j u st an i m p ro v em ent i n the c hu rc h’ s p hy si c al  p l ant.  I t w as a 
l eap  o f  f ai th f o r the c hu rc h.  I t sy m b o l i z ed a desi re to  m o v e f o rw ard, 
to  b reak new  gro u nd as a c o ngregati o n.  I n transf o rm i ng a sm al l , 
c ram p ed dark and l eaky  entry  w ay  i nto  a v au l ted, b ri ght and i nv i ti ng 
narthex , H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h dec l ared i ts f ai th i n G o d’ s l eadi ng- 
that G o d w o u l d su stai n i t i n the f u tu re has he had f o r m any  dec ades 
b ef o re. 
We p ray  G o d’ s b l essi ng o n H PC  and eac h o ne o f  her m em b ers. 

Peac e, H erb  and R u nee 
 

I  rem em b er the m en hav i ng to  l i f t a c ar o f f  the c u rb  i n the w i nter 
w hen the dri v er c o u l dn’ t see i t b etw een o u r dri v ew ay  and the 
nei ghb o rs. 

V i c ki e L y l es 
 

My  tenu re as c hu rc h o rgani st b egan rather tentati v el y  i n S ep t. 1 9 8 1 , 
sho rtl y  af ter I  resp o nded to  a hel p -w anted ad i n the H o l l y  H eral d.  
T ru th o f  the m atter i s, had I  no t al ready  f o u nd the p ho ne #  i n the ad 
to  hav e b el o nged to  D o n and I sab el l e S tark, I  m ay  w el l  no t hav e b een 

transf erri ng m y  m em b ershi p  to  F i rst Presb y teri an i n B ro o kf i el d, I L , I  
c o nti nu ed su b b i ng and di d 2  1 / 2  y ears at a sm al l  Metho di st C hu rc h i n 
B ro o kf i el d and then c am e b ac k to  B ro o kf i el d as a c o -o rgani st w i th the 
u nderstandi ng they  w o u l d f o rm  an o rgan c o m m i ttee to  rep l ac e the 
agi ng, f ai l i ng i nstru m ent f ro m  1 9 56.  F i rst Pres i s no w  c l o sed and the 
c o ngregati o n i s m ergi ng w i th N o rth R i v ersi de C o m m u ni ty  Presb y teri an.  
I  am  serv i ng o n the adm i ni strati v e c o m m i ssi o n that i s o v erseei ng that 
p ro c ess.  I  c o nti nu e to  p l ay  eac h w eek and shari ng the serv i c e w i th 
thei r p i ani st. 

Mi ke Pel to n 
 

My  m em o ri es o f  the H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h start b ac k w hen I  w as 
ab o u t 8  y ears o l d.  K ei th D ry er asked m e to  go  to  S u nday  S c ho o l  w i th 
hi m .  I  had b een go i ng to  the B ap ti st S u nday  S c ho o l .  I  asked Mo ther 
and she sai d f i ne. 
When I  w as ab o u t 1 0  w e started a c l ass w i th Wi l m a B endl e as o u r 
teac her.  We di d m any  thi ngs and m any  o f  u s j o i ned the c hu rc h i n A p ri l  
o f  1 9 4 5. 
I  sang i n the c hu rc h c ho i r f o r m any  y ears, w hi c h w ere so m e go o d ti m es. 
I n l ater y ears there w ere the T u rkey  D i nners that B eth D ry er and I  
hel p ed p u t o n. 
I t has b een ex c i ti ng to  see the c hu rc h b u i l di ng c hanges thro u gh the 
y ears. 
J i m  and I  w ere m arri ed i n the c hu rc h b y  R ev . Wi l l i am  L ankto n o n 
F eb ru ary  2 6, 1 9 66, w hi c h has b een m y  m o st hap p y  m em o ry  o f  the 64  
y ears I  hav e b een a m em b er to  the H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h. 

Mari l y n C u rl e H o p e 
 

C o ngratu l ati o ns o n y o u r 1 50 th A nni v ersary .  I  b ec am e a m em b er o f  the 
c hu rc h i n 1 9 51  w hen R ev . L i ndsay  w as m i ni ster.  I  started hel p i ng 
I sab el  S tark i n S u nday  S c ho o l  teac hi ng and ev en p ai nti ng the c hai rs 
and tab l es f o r c l asses. 



I  hel p ed R ev . L ankto n v i si ti ng and taki ng p i c tu res o f  new  b ab i es f o r 
c radl e ro l l .  I  serv ed o n sessi o n, w o rshi p  and f el l o w shi p  c o m m i ttees 
hel p i ng w i th c o f f ee ho u r, p o tl u c k and f u neral  di nners and the annu al  
b az aar. 
My  c hi l dren C i ndy  and J ef f  w ere m em b ers.  C i ndy  w as m arri ed i n the 
c hu rc h b y  R ev . Parv i n. 
I ’ l l  al w ay s rem em b er m y  C hri sti an y ears and the m any  f ri ends at H o l l y  
Presb y teri an. 

L o i s C ary l  
 

My  f av o ri te m em o ry  o f  H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h i s T F C  w i th L i ndsey  
Perry  and K endra B radshaw .  Mo re O v al ti ne p l ease! !  

D esi ree C o o k 
 

R ev erend L i ndsay  w as at H PC  f ro m  so m eti m e i n the 1 9 4 0 ” s u nti l  m i d 
1 9 50 ” s.  H e and hi s w i f e w ere f ro m  C anada.   
I n tho se day s, m y  G randp a May b ee w as the C l erk o f  S essi o n.  T here 
w ere o nl y  tw o  key s to  the c hu rc h.  T he m i ni ster had o ne; the 
May b ee/ S tark f am i l y  had the o ther o ne.  When m y  G randp a reti red 
( May , 1 9 51 )  he gav e u p  hi s p o st at c hu rc h so  he and G randm a c o u l d 
trav el .  My  D ad w as el ec ted i n hi s p l ac e!  
A f ter R ev erend L i ndsay  reti red, w e had a “su p p l y ”  f ro m  the F l i nt 
Presb y tery  f o r q u i te a w hi l e b ef o re w e go t R ev erend B i l l  L ankto n.  I  
c an tel l  l o ts ab o u t hi m .  H e and L y nn c am e to  u s f ro m  Mo u ntai n V i ew , 
Wy o m i ng.  T hey  are/ w ere f ro m  the D etro i t area and w anted to  c o m e 
b ac k thi s w ay .  I n o ne o f  hi s f i rst y ears here, he o rgani z ed a hi gh 
sc ho o l  y o u th gro u p  and kep t u s b u sy  and ac ti v e.  We l earned a l o t f ro m  
hi m .  A f ter a y ear o r tw o , he go t u s o rgani z ed to  do  f u ndrai si ng f o r a 
tri p  to  c hu rc h c am p  i n Wy o m i ng.  T hat tri p  to o k the b est p art o f  three 
w eeks and w as so m ethi ng I  w i l l  nev er f o rget.  H e arranged f o r u s to  
stay  w i th Presb y teri an f am i l i es i n the C hi c ago  area and i n Wy o m i ng.  
T he m i ni sters o f  these c hu rc hes w ere S em i nary  c l assm ates o f  hi s.  
B etw een tho se tw o  p o i nts, w e c am p ed o u t at S tate and/ o r N ati o nal  

B ef o re al l  el se, w e p ray  G o d’ s b l essi ng o n H PC  and al l  o f  i ts m em b ers o n 
thi s w o nderf u l  o c c asi o n.  O ne hu ndred and f i f ty  y ears!   We p ray  that 
the S p i ri t w i l l  c o nti nu e to  w o rk thro u gh the c o ngregati o n so  that i t w i l l  
c o nti nu e to  b e a sp ec i al  c o m m u ni ty  o f  w o rshi p , stu dy , f el l o w shi p  and 
m i ni stry  f o r dec ades to  c o m e. 
I  arri v ed i n H o l l y  the sec o nd w eek i n F eb ru ary , 2 0 0 5 and o f f i c i al l y  
b ec am e H PC ’ s i nteri m  p asto r o n F eb ru ary  1 5th.  I t w as a ti m e o f  
transi ti o n f o r b o th the c hu rc h and f o r u s.  R u nee w as sti l l  i n T hai l and 
w here she w as c o -p ri nc i p al  o f  an i nternati o nal  sc ho o l .  I  had arri v ed i n 
the U .S . i n m i d-D ec em b er w i tho u t any  i m m edi ate p ro sp ec t o f  a c hu rc h 
and had b een b u si l y  em ai l i ng Presb y teri es f ro m  N ew  E ngl and to  the 
Mi dw est i ntro du c i ng m y sel f  and i nq u i ri ng ab o u t v ac ant p u l p i ts.  T w o  o r 
three i ni ti al l y  p o si ti v e resp o nses di d no t w o rk o u t.  T hen I  had an em ai l  
f ro m  R ev . L o u i se B ro kaw  o f  L ake H u ro n Presb y tery  i ntro du c i ng m e to  a 
sm al l  c hu rc h i n H o l l y , Mi c hi gan, a p l ac e I  hav e to  c o nf ess I ’ d nev er 
heard o f . 
I  rem em b er si tti ng o n the f l o o r o f  an ap artm ent at the O v erseas 
Mi ni stry  S tu dy  C enter, N ew  H av en, C o nnec ti c u t w here I  w as stay i ng 
b ei ng i nterv i ew ed o n the p ho ne b y  E l ders R o b  Pri v ette and G erry  
J ac kso n, tw o  m em b ers o f  the i nteri m  p asto r searc h c o m m i ttee.  I t w as 
an am i ab l e di sc u ssi o n and o ne thi ng l ead to  ano ther u nti l  I  f o u nd m y sel f  
i n H o l l y  i n a sno w y , c l o u dy  F eb ru ary .  A nd there w e w ere:  H PC , a c hu rc h 
i n transi ti o n and the S w anso ns a f am i l y  i n transi ti o n. 
I n the natu re o f  thi ngs, transi ti o ns su c h as the o ne w e shared are 
c hal l engi ng ti m es.  S o m e thi ngs go  w el l .  O ther thi ngs are a stru ggl e.  
E v en no w , m o re than f o u r y ears l ater, I  sti l l  rem em b er T hai  w o rds and 
ex p ressi o ns b ef o re I  c an “c al l  u p ”  the E ngl i sh eq u i v al ents.  I ’ m  su re 
that no t a f ew  f o l ks at H PC  grew  w eary  o f  heari ng ab o u t T hai l and, a 
p l ac e w here w e had sp ent 2 5 y ears o f  o u r m arri ed l i f e. 
T here w ere so m e l o w  p o i nts f o r the c hu rc h and f o r u s, b u t w e l ef t H PC  
2 6 m o nths l ater w i th a real  sense o f  l o ss at hav i ng to  say  go o d-b y e to  
the go o d f o l ks o f  H PC .  We c o nti nu e to  hav e m any  hap p y  m em o ri es!   We 
rem em b er, f o r ex am p l e ho w  the m em b ers at H o l l y  Wo o dl ands 



c hu rc h.  I  shal l  no t nam e them  b u t a c o u p l e l i v ed q u i te c l o se to  the 
c hu rc h.  A t so m e p o i nt w e j o i ned the adu l t c ho i r.  S o m e to o k p rac ti c e 
m o re seri o u sl y  than o thers.  I  had a l au ghi ng f i t w i th a go o d f ri end o f  
m i ne du ri ng p rac ti c e.  Mrs. F u rb u sh p ro c eeded to  hi t u s o n o u r heads 
w i th the c ho i r m u si c .  T hat o nl y  c au sed u s to  l au gh m o re. 
I t seem s o u r Mo ther w as al w ay s b aki ng so m ethi ng f o r the c hu rc h, a 
f u neral , b az aar o r di nner.  We w o u l d c o m e ho m e f ro m  sc ho o l  to  the 
w o nderf u l  aro m a o f  ho m em ade ap p l e p i e. “D O  N O T  T O U C H , i t’ s f o r the 
c hu rc h.”   T here w as u su al l y  ano ther f o r the f am i l y  af ter su p p er. 
We had B ro w ni e S c o u ts m eeti ngs i n the c hu rc h b asem ent.  I  b el i ev e 
Marge Phi p p s w as the l eader. 
When I  j o i ned the c hu rc h p ro b ab l y  ab o u t the age o f  1 0 , R ev . L i ndsay  
w as the m i ni ster.  We al l  l o v ed hi m  and tho u ght he w as the w i sest m an.  
H e w as p ro b ab l y  y o u nger then than I  am  no w .  H e w as so  ni c e.  T he 
gro u p  o f  u s that j o i ned knel t o n the al ter i n f ro nt o f  the c o ngregati o n.  
R ev . L i ndsay  sto o d o n the b ac k o f  m y  c ho i r ro b e as he p l ac ed hi s hands 
o n m y  head.  N eedl ess to  say  I  had a hard ti m e no t l au ghi ng. 
I  rem em b er S u nday  sc ho o l  teac hers Mrs. Perry  and I sab el  S tark and 
the b eau ti f u l  v o i c e o f  G w en C anf i el d and E l sp eth G rate.  T he w o nderf u l  
y o u ng c o u p l e, B eth and B ru c e D ry er. 
R ev . L ankto n and hi s y o u ng f am i l y  w ere a w o nderf u l  addi ti o n to  o u r 
c hu rc h af ter R ev . L i ndsay  reti red.  H e di d so  m u c h f o r o u r y o u th gro u p .  
I  kno w  he di d a l o t f o r the c hu rc h as a w ho l e.  H e w as there f o r o u r 
f am i l y  w hen o u r f ather p assed aw ay .  Wi th the y o u th gro u p  w e had 
B i b l e S tu dy , tri p s to  o ther c hu rc hes, hay  ri des, p arti es and c hu rc h 
c am p .  O u r tri p  to  Wy o m i ng S ky l i ne c am p  w as u nf o rgettab l e.  We had 
c hap ero nes, D o ri s Wal ker and R ev . L ankto n.  I t w as so  m u c h f u n and a 
l earni ng ex p eri enc e m eeti ng m any  p eo p l e, al l  ages f ro m  o ther p ari shes. 
My  m em o ri es are hap p y .  H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h gav e m e a go o d 
C hri sti an f o u ndati o n.  

Mary  K ay  H enry  S c o tt 
 

Parks.  T hat w as a great ex p eri enc e f o r 1 2  ki ds and 4  adu l ts f ro m  l i ttl e 
H o l l y , Mi c hi gan. 
B i l l  L ankto n w as so  go o d ab o u t v i si ti ng p ari shi o ners.  I  w as “stu c k”  at 
ho m e du ri ng m y  i l l ness.  O ne S u nday , af ter I  w as o u t o f  H i gh S c ho o l , I  
w ent to  the y o u th gro u p  to  hel p  R ev . L ankto n o u t.  A f ter y o u th gro u p  
he sai d he w as go i ng to  Po nti ac  to  v i si t m y  G randp a i n the ho sp i tal .  
Wo u l d I  l i ke to  w i th hi m ?   I  di d.  G randp a knew  w e w ere there, I  am  
su re o f  that.  When w e go t b ac k to  m y  ho u se he w ent i nsi de w i th m e to  
rep o rt to  m y  f o l ks.  B u t the ho sp i tal  had al ready  c al l ed.  G randp a di ed 
so o n af ter w e l ef t. 
D i d y o u  kno w  that B i l l  L ankto n w as q u i te an arti st?   My  m o ther 
c o m m i ssi o ned hi m  to  p ai nt a p i c tu re o f  o u r ho u se o n Map l e S treet.  
T hi s w as ab o u t tw o  y ears b ef o re Mo m  and D ad so l d i t and m o v ed to  
B u sh L ake.  T hat p i c tu re i s o n the w al l  ab o v e m y  c o m p u ter.  I  get a 
w arm  gl o w  w hen I  l o o k at thi s p ai nti ng!   B i l l  L ankto n p resi ded o v er m y  
f i rst w eddi ng i n 1 9 63  and b ab ti z ed m y  f i rst c hi l d. 
I  rem em b er so m e o f  the m o re rec ent m i ni sters b ec au se I  al w ay s w ent 
to  c hu rc h w i th Mo m  and D ad w hen I  c am e ho m e to  v i si t. 
A l tho u gh I  w as a Metho di st i n J ac kso n, Mi  f o r 2 0  y ears, I  c o nsi der 
H PC  m y  ho m e c hu rc h and c o ntri b u te as m u c h as I  c an.  T here i s o nl y  
o ne E ngl i sh sp eaki ng Presb y teri an C hu rc h i n L as V egas and that i s an 
ho u r’ s dri v e to  the o ther si de o f  to w n!  
I  w o n’ t b e there f o r the A nni v ersary  C el eb rati o n b u t l o o k f o rw ard to  
seei ng m y  f ri ends o n J u ne 6th. 

N i c o l e S tark T o dd V anc e 
 

1 50  y ears—that’ s u nb el i ev ab l e! !   T he m o st m em o rab l e m em o ry  I  hav e o f  
the c hu rc h w o u l d b e c ho i r.  I  rem em b er w al ki ng to  c ho i r p rac ti c e w i th 
J enni f er G anshaw  C hanter and C heri e R i ddl e Marti n l au ghi ng al l  the 
ti m e.  We nev er dreaded go i ng and al w ay s had f u n.  I  rem em b er Mrs. 
G rate w as the c ho i r di rec to r and w as su rp ri sed to  f i nd o u t that w e 
c o u l d ac tu al l y  si ng!   I  esp ec i al l y  rem em b er p u tti ng o n o u r c ho i r ro b es 
and l i ni ng u p  f o r the p ro c essi o nal .  T hen heari ng the o rgan start and 



aw ay  w e w o u l d go  do w n the ai sl e si ngi ng H o l y , H o l y , H o l y .  I t w as al l  
go o d, al l  the ti m e. T hat w as i n the earl y  60 ” s.  I t w asn’ t u nti l  1 9 7 5 that 
I  ac c ep ted J esu s C hri st as m y  p erso nal  sav i o r.  E v en to day , so m eti m es 
w hen I ’ m  w o rshi p p i ng the L o rd al o ne I  w i l l  si ng “H o l y , H o l y , H o l y . “ I n 
f ac t, C heri e R i ddl e Marti n and I  sti l l  si ng i t to  H i m  so m eti m es, ev en 
tho u gh w e do n’ t rem em b er al l  the w o rds b u t w e sti l l  kno w  the tu ne!   H e 
l i ked i t then &  he l i kes i t no w .   
T he H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h gav e m e a go o d f o u ndati o n and I ’ m  
thankf u l  to  hav e go ne there. 

J ani e H adl ey  
 

A s I  thi nk b ac k o f  gro w i ng u p  i n thi s c hu rc h o ne o f  m y  f av o ri te 
tho u ghts w as o f  m y  p arents getti ng m arri ed there.  T hey  w ere m arri ed 
b y  R ev . B o o th o n A u gu st 2 9 , 1 9 3 6.  Wal ter and J o sep hi ne A ndrew s 
c el eb rated 3 6 y ears o f  m arri age and w ere m em b ers o f  the c hu rc h u nti l  
they  di ed. 
My  si ster Mari l y n and I  w ere b o th b ap ti z ed i n the c hu rc h and she w as 
m arri ed there. 
A s a y o u ng gi rl , I  l o v ed go i ng to  c ho i r p rac ti c e and si ngi ng i n the y o u th 
c ho i r.  L ater, w e sang i n the adu l t c ho i r w here Mr. Pau l  D ry er m ade u s 
al l  l au gh w i th hi s f u nny  sto ri es.  Mrs. F u rb u sh w o u l d get so  u p set w i th 
o u r m i sb ehav i o r that she w o u l d tap  u s o n the head w i th her m u si c  b o o k!  
Pro b ab l y  the b est m em o ry  w as o f  R ev . B i l l  L ankto n.  We had an ac ti v e 
y o u th f el l o w shi p  and w hen R ev . L ankto n c am e to  H o l l y  w e l o v ed hav i ng 
so m eo ne y o u ng.  H e had so  m any  great i deas to  keep  u s i nterested.  H e 
o f ten to l d sto ri es o f  hi s f ri ends A ndy  and Peg Mi l l er and so o n c am e u p  
w i th the i dea o f  go i ng to  c hu rc h c am p  at S ky l i ne i n E nc am p m ent 
Wy o m i ng.  H e i nv i ted the Mi l l er’ s to  c o m e al o ng as w el l  as aski ng D o ri s 
Wal ker to  hel p  c hap ero ne.  S o o n there w ere si x teen teenagers and 
f o u r adu l ts sel l i ng S ander’ s c andy  do o r to  do o r al l  o v er H o l l y .  O u r tri p  
w as an ex p eri enc e w e w i l l  nev er f o rget- f ro m  sl eep i ng o n a p i c ni c  tab l e 
i n the rai n to  o u t ru nni ng a to rnado .  I  hav e a p i c tu re o f  R ev . L ankto n 
“hi tc h hi ki ng” .  I t w as ti m e to  go  ho m e!  

f o l ks f ro m  the nei ghb o rho o d.  Mary  w as v ery  ho sp i tab l e and o f f ered 
ref reshm ents m o st ev ery  ni ght.  I  p arti c u l arl y  l au gh w hen I  rec al l  that 
w henev er R al p h sat o u t there and had a b eer, he p u t i t i n a c o f f ee c u p  
so  that p eo p l e p assi ng b y  w o u l d no t kno w  he w as dri nki ng al c o ho l . 

H el en B ates 
 

B eth and I  w ere o nl y  a p art o f  the H o l l y  Presb y teri an F am i l y  f ro m  
J anu ary  1 9 8 7  to  A p ri l  1 9 8 8  b u t i n tho se 1 6 m o nths o f  b ei ng y o u r 
I nteri m  Pasto r w e c am e to  l o v e so  m any  p eo p l e i n the c hu rc h.  T he 
w arm th and ki ndness o f  y o u  al l  i n ac c ep ti ng u s af ter R al p h Parv i n’ s 
heart attac k w as u nu su al l y  f antasti c .  We nev er f el t l i ke strangers i n 
y o u r m i dst.  H el en and G i l es Mo rri s as w el l  as o thers o n the Pasto r 
N o m i nati ng C o m m i ttee w ere esp ec i al l y  ki nd i n m aki ng the transi ti o n. 
B eth al so  has v ery  f o nd m em o ri es o f  w o rki ng w i th the C hi l dren i n the 
annu al  C hri stm as Pageant.  Wo nderf u l  ti m es. 
Pl ease send o u r l o v e and b est w i shes to  al l  o f  the H PC  f am i l y . 

I n C hri st’ s l o v e, 
 D av e and B eth Mai rs 

 
I  w i l l  share so m e o f  the m em o ri es I  hav e, try i ng no t to  i nc ri m i nate 
m y sel f  o r o thers. 
T he c hu rc h w as m y  f i rst so c i al i z ati o n o ther than f am i l y .  S u nday  
S c ho o l  and B i b l e S c ho o l  al l o w ed m e to  m ake f ri ends w i th o ther 
c hi l dren.  I  rem em b er p u tti ng p enni es i n the del i c i o u s l o o ki ng ( I  b el i ev e 
i t w asn’ t real )  b i rthday  c ake b ank.  B i b l e S c ho o l  w as great.  A no ther 
c hanc e to  m ake new  f ri ends.  T he Presb y teri ans, Metho di st and B ap ti st 
c o m b i ned thei r B i b l e S c ho o l s f o r aw hi l e.  I  hav e nev er tasted su c h 
del i c i o u s c o o ki es and K o o l -ai d si nc e.  T he C hri stm as p ageant w as al w ay s 
an ex c i ti ng ev ent.  F am i l i es w o u l d c o m e to gether o n that sp ec i al  
ev eni ng to  w atc h and w o rshi p . 
C ho i r w as so m ethi ng el se that o ne c o u l d p arti c i p ate i n.  A f ter j u ni o r 
c ho i r p rac ti c e i n the w i nter w e gi rl s w o u l d get b o m b arded w i th sno w  
b al l s that  had b een m ade and c o l l ec ted b y  so m e y o u ng m en f ro m  o u r 



w hi c h w e i ntro du c ed to  H o l l y  Presb y teri an C hu rc h b ac k i n the 1 9 60 ’ s 
and w hi c h c o nti nu e to  b e hel d ev ery  y ear f o r the w ho l e c o ngregati o n.  I  
sti l l  hav e a w o o den f i gu re m ade b y  B i l l  L ankto n and nam ed “S no o p ”  
w hi c h he m ade f o r o ne o f  the earl y  S no o p  Parti es.  T hi s gro u p  rem ai ned 
ac ti v e to  a greater o r l esser degree w hen L o u  T ho m p so n, H aro l d 
J o hnso n and R al p h Parv i n w ere p asto r o f  the c hu rc h.  I t c eased to  
ex i st l ate i n R al p h’ s tenu re w hen m o st o f  the p eo p l e w ho  attended 
b ec am e b u sy  w i th teen age c hi l dren o r the w o m en to o k j o b s and di d no t 
hav e the ti m e to  p l an the ev ents. 
I nterv i ew i ng R al p h Parv i n 
R al p h Parv i n’ s f i rst c o ntac t w i th the H o l l y  C hu rc h w as no t a p l anned 
i nterv i ew .  R al p h w as trav el i ng i n the area and c hec ki ng o u t the c hu rc h 
w hi c h he had read ab o u t i n w hatev er i t i s the m i ni sters get, tel l i ng 
w hi c h c hu rc hes are l o o ki ng f o r a new  p asto r.  H e w anted to  m eet w i th 
so m e rep resentati v es o f  the c hu rc h.  H e p ho ned at m y  ho u se b ec au se 
G o rdo n w as o n the Pasto r N o m i nati ng C o m m i ttee.  I  thi nk he w as the 
C hai rm an o r p o ssi b l y  the S ec retary  w hi c h i s w hy  R al p h had o u r p ho ne 
nu m b er.  I  w as at o u r c o ttage o n B u c kho rn L ake b u t I  to l d hi m  I  w o u l d 
get as m any  o f  the C o m m i ttee m em b ers as p o ssi b l e and w e w o u l d m eet 
w i th hi m  that af terno o n.  S u e E di c k, D o nna H u f f m an and J u dy  D i sb ro w  
sho w ed u p  and I  rep resented G o rdo n w ho  w as at w o rk i n D etro i t.  
T here m ay  hav e b een a c o u p l e o f  o thers b u t I  c anno t rec al l  w ho  they  
w ere.  O ne p erso n sho w ed u p  b are f o o ted and o ne had her hai r u p  i n 
c u rl ers b u t w e had a real l y  go o d c hanc e to  get ac q u ai nted w i th R al p h 
and he go t to  see the i nf o rm al  si de o f  u s.  O f  c o u rse, i t f i nal l y  l ed to  
R al p h b ec o m i ng o u r p asto r. 
 
Parv i n’ s Po rc h 
R al p h and Mary  Parv i n b o u ght a ho m e o n C o l l ege S treet at the f ar end 
o f  the b l o c k f ro m  u s.  O v er the y ears thei r p o rc h b ec am e a gatheri ng 
p l ac e.  I n the ev eni ng y o u  c o u l d w al k do w n there and v i si t.  S o m eti m es 
y o u  w ere the o nl y  o ne there and so m eti m es there w as a w ho l e c ro w d. 
O f ten p eo p l e f ro m  the c hu rc h w ere there and al w ay s there w ere so m e 

A s I  thi nk b ac k o f  the y ears I  w as at the Presb y teri an c hu rc h I  hav e 
f o nd m em o ri es o f  the c hu rc h b az aars w i th al l  the b eau ti f u l  handm ade 
i tem s f o r sal e. 
I  al w ay s enj o y ed b ei ng greeted at the do o r and shaki ng hands w i th a 
“gro w n-u p .”   L i v i ng o u t i n the c o u ntry  i t w as a treat to  hear the trai ns 
esp ec i al l y  o n a ho t, su m m er S u nday . 
I t w as a w o nderf u l  c hu rc h to  gro w  u p  i n and that i s p ro b ab l y  the b est 
m em o ry  o f  al l . 

T o ni  A ndrew s C o nti  
 

I  w as o rdai ned b y  the Presb y tery  o f  N ew to n, N .J . o n J an 2 6, 1 9 67 ; I  
w as thi rty  y ears o l d at the ti m e.  I  p reac hed m y  c andi dati ng serm o n at 
H o l l y  o n D ec . 1 8 , 1 9 66 and b egan m y  m i ni stry  at H o l l y  o n F eb  5, 1 9 67 .  I  
w as i nstal l ed as Pasto r b y  the Presb y tery  o f  L ake H u ro n o n the 1 2 th o f  
F eb . 1 9 67 . 
D o n and I sab el  S tark w ere the f i rst p erso ns w e m et-D o n w as o n the 
Pu l p i t N o m i nati ng C o m m i ttee.  I  rem em b er m y  w i f e, so n and I  dro v e 
f ro m  L o u i sv i l l e, K Y  to  H o l l y  f o r the f i rst ti m e p u l l i ng a l arge trai l er i n a 
sno w  sto rm  w i th m o u nds o f  sno w  o n ei ther si des o f  the ro ad.  We 
tho u ght, w hat are w e getti ng i nto !  
We to o k u p  resi denc e i n the Manse o n Washi ngto n S t. 
O u r ti m e i n H o l l y  w as f i l l ed w i th ex c i tem ent and j o y -H o l l y  w as the f i rst 
c hu rc h o u t o f  sem i nary .  I  p u shed and the C o ngregati o n p u shed b ac k.  
S o m eti m es I  thi nk the C o ngregati o n tau ght m e m o re than I  tau ght 
them .  We had a great ti m e. 
N am es l i ke B ru c e and B eth D ry er, D o n and I sab el  S tark, O ri n and Pat 
C o rnel l , B etty  V anB u ren, Peggy  and L o u  B ensett, Mary  H att and B o b , 
L en Mc G raw , S al l y  Mac K enz i e, T he R anger F am i l y , C al  V o o rhei s, and the 
o rgani st Mrs. G i l b ert b ri ng b ac k f o nd m em o ri es.  Mrs. G i l b ert the 
o rgani st b el o nged to  the S ev enth D ay  A dv enti st C hu rc h and theref o re 
c o u l d no t p l ay  the o rgan o r p i ano  o n a S atu rday  w hi c h w as thei r 
S ab b ath.  T hi s to o k so m e w o rki ng aro u nd f o r f u neral s and w eddi ngs.  
B u t, i t w o rked o u t.  



Many  o f  o u r S essi o n m eeti ngs w o u l d go  l o ng i nto  the ni ght p l anni ng ho w  
w e m i ght gro w  the C o ngregati o n, ho w  w e m i ght f u nd the b u dget and 
p l an ahead.  H ard w o rk, b u t i t w as w el l  w o rth i t. 
I  rem em b er Mary  H att’ s dev o ti o n to  C hu rc h S c ho o l  and V ac ati o n B i b l e 
S c ho o l ; the S tark’ s and D ry er’ s hard w o rk o n b ehal f  o f  the H o l l y  
C hu rc h.  Peggy  B ensett w as o f  great hel p  w i th the c hu rc h b u l l eti ns and 
m o nthl y  c al endars.  B etty  V an B u ren’ s keen i nterest i n the c hu rc h and 
her w i l l i ngness to  b e o f  serv i c e, al w ay s ready  to  “do  so m ethi ng f o r the 
c hu rc h.”   I  rem em b er S al l y  Mac K enz i e b ri ght and c heery , al w ay s sp o ke 
u p  w i th new  i deas and w ay s to  ac c o m p l i sh thi ngs.  What!  Presb y teri ans 
c hange?   We di d.  We w ere ab l e to  gro w  to gether i n the serv i c e and 
m i ni stry  o f  J esu s. 
I n m y  serv i c e to  the c hu rc h I  w as i nv o l v ed i n K i w ani s, C l ergy  
A sso c i ati o n and B o ard Mem b er o f  the Pl anni ng C o m m i ttee o f  the 
V i l l age o f  H o l l y .  T he Pasto rs o f  the E p i sc o p al  C hu rc h and S t. R i ta’ s 
b ec am e m y  new  f ri ends al o ng w i th the Pasto r o f  the Metho di st C hu rc h.  
We p l anned and ex ec u ted w o rshi p  to gether and j o i nt p ro gram m i ng f o r 
the c o m m u ni ty . 
O u r so n, Mark, attended el em entary  sc ho o l  and f o u nd i t w as a v ery  
go o d ex p eri enc e.  I t w as w hi l e m y  w i f e and I  w ere i n H o l l y  that o u r 
sec o nd so n w as b o rn i n F l i nt. 
I  rec ei v ed ano ther c al l  i n S ep t. 1 9 69  to  b ec o m e E du c ati o n Mi ni ster at 
the E v ergreen V i l l age Presb y teri an C hu rc h i n D etro i t.  S i nc e that ti m e 
I  hav e serv ed sev eral  p o si ti o ns as A sso c i ate Pasto r, then I nteri m  
Pasto r and then as a Marri age and F am i l y  T herap i st w i th the D o m i ni c an 
C o nsu l tati o n C enter, D etro i t f o r sev enteen y ears af ter rec ei v i ng m y  
Masters D egree i n Psy c ho l o gy  f ro m  the U ni v ersi ty  o f  D etro i t.  L ater o n 
I  c o m p l eted the w o rk f o r a D o c to r o f  Mi ni stry  D egree, 1 9 8 5, f ro m  
L o u i sv i l l e Presb y teri an S em i nary  i n L o u i sv i l l e, K Y . 
D u ri ng m y  ti m e w i th the D o m i ni c an C enter I  had o p p o rtu ni ti es to  teac h 
at sev eral  c o l l eges, c hu rc hes and b ec o m e a gu est p reac her w hen c l ergy  
w ere o n v ac ati o n. 

O n Marc h 3 1 , 2 0 0 0  I  reti red.  My  w i f e and I  m o v ed to  B o ni ta S p ri ngs 
sho rtl y  thereaf ter.  C u rrentl y  m y  w i f e ( Mary )  w o rks f o r WC I , a ho m e 
b u i l der, as a sy stem  anal y st.  I  w o rk as an A ssi stant to  the Pasto r f o r 
C o ngregati o nal  C are at V anderb i l t Presb y teri an C hu rc h i n N ap l es, F L .-a 
c hu rc h o f  1 1 0 0 .  T he p art ti m e w o rk i nv o l v es v i si tati o n to  ho sp i tal s, 
nu rsi ng ho m es, so m e l i tu rgy  o n S u nday  m o rni ngs, teac hi ng c l asses i n 
p sy c ho l o gy  and m arri age and f am i l y  dy nam i c s.  I  take resp o nsi b i l i ty  f o r 
the B o ard o f  D eac o ns and the T ai z e and the heal i ng serv i c es o nc e a 
m o nth. 
T he “agi ng”  p ro c ess has c au ght u p  to  m e, sl o w ed m e do w n, b u t sti l l  
w o rki ng/ teac hi ng ab o u t the L o rdshi p  o f  J esu s.  A l o ng w i th m y  Mary  w e 
hav e a l i ttl e gi rl , Pri nc ess—she real l y  i s a Mal tese do g and i s no w  8  
y ears o l d  and a “c rac ker” - o ne i s b o rn i n F l o ri da. 

B l essi ngs 
 L o u  T ho m p so n ( R ev .D r.)  

 
My  si ster-i n-l aw  needed a p l ac e to  get m arri ed Q U I C K , no  i t i s no t 
w hat y o u  thi nk, her f u tu re hu sb and w as b ei ng dep l o y ed to  Washi ngto n 
D .C . to  serv e hi s o ne y ear i n the N ati o nal  G u ard o u tsi de Wal ter R eed 
H o sp i tal  as a M.P.  I  c o ntac ted o u r then m i ni ster J ac k C raf t and he w as 
m o st grac i o u s.  T hey  w ere m arri ed o n Marc h 1 6th and he w as dep l o y ed 
o n Marc h 1 7 th 2 0 0 2 .  My  nep hew  sto o d u p  i n the w eddi ng and al so  w as 
gi v en a w eddi ng ri ng to  j o i n them  as a f am i l y  w hi c h he w ears to  thi s day  
sev en y ears l ater. 
T he b ri de and gro o m  w ere T rev o r and L o ri  S anf o rd and so n T anner. 

K aren H anel i ne 
 

C o u p l es C l u b  
Mary  and B o b  H att and G o rdo n and I  started a C o u p l es C l u b  b ac k w hen 
B i l l  L ankto n w as o u r m i ni ster.  We m et o nc e a m o nth, u su al l y  at the 
c hu rc h, and had a great v ari ety  o f  ac ti v i ti es.  S o m e ex am p l es are:  
Mi ni atu re G o l f  p l ay ed o n a go l f  c o u rse b u i l t i n the F el l o w shi p  H al l , a 
H o b o  Party  w here w e c o o ked o u r m eal  i n ti n c ans and S no o p  Parti es 




